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Chapter 24

Mao’s Early Years

Mao Tse-tung was born on 26th December 1893, 
in the village of Shaoshan Chung in the fertile valley 
of Shaoshan in the Hunan province of China. Th e 
district where Mao was born was a wealthy agricul-
tural area. It was also a strategic area with all major 
routes by road or river passing through the Hunan 
province. Being at the crossroads of commerce the 
Hunan people were known for their peasant trad-
ers. In the late nineteenth and early twentieth cen-
tury Hunan also became an intellectual centre and a 
centre of dissidence and revolt, producing many of 
China’s best scholars. It produced both the military 
generals who helped the Chinese Emperors, as well 
as the revolutionaries who overthrew their rule. It 
was also a major centre of the biggest peasant revolt 
of the nineteenth century – the great Taiping peas-
ant uprising. Hunan provided lakhs of fi ghters for 
the rebellion, which lasted for 14 years from 1850 
to 1864. Th is vast support for the peasant revolt 
was because of the severe poverty of the peasantry 
due to exploitation by the landlords and excessive 
taxation. Th ough the uprising had been brutally 
crushed, the memory of the revolt remained strong 
in the villages around where Mao spent his child-
hood and youth.

Mao’s father, Mao Jen-shen, was born a poor peas-
ant and was forced to become a soldier for seven 
years in order to pay off  his father’s debts. Later 
through hard work and careful saving he was able 
to buy back his land. He grew to become a middle 
peasant and petty trader. Th e standard of living of 
the family however remained very poor. Even at the 
age of sixteen, Mao only ate one egg a month and 
meat about three or four times a month. Mao’s fa-
ther put his children to work as soon as possible. 
Th us Mao started work in the fi elds at the age of six. 
Mao’s mother, Wen Chi-mei, was from Xiangxiang 
district just sixteen miles from Shaoshan. Mao was 
the eldest son. He had two younger brothers and an 
adopted sister. All three were among the members 
of the fi rst peasant Communist party branch that 
Mao formed. All became martyrs in the Revolution.

Mao was a rebel from a very young age. He called 
his father the Ruling Power. He often united with 
his mother, brother and the labourer against the 
authority of his father. Th is was the opposition. 
At school too he opposed the old customs. Once 
in protest against his schoolteacher he, at the age 
of seven, ran away for three days and stayed in the 
mountains surrounding his village. After this pro-
test – which Mao calls his fi rst successful strike – he 
was not beaten in school.

Mao’s fi rst school was the village primary school, 
which he joined at the age of seven. As soon as he 
learnt to read suffi  ciently, he developed a passion 
for reading. He preferred romantic books of rebel-
lion and adventure. Very often he would read the 
whole night by the light of an oil lamp. Mao’s fa-
ther, who himself had very little schooling, was not 
interested in Mao continuing his education for too 
long. He needed somebody to work in the fi elds 
and to maintain his accounts. So in 1906, he re-
moved Mao from the village school.

Mao however continued his interest in reading and 
constantly demanded to be sent for further educa-
tion. His father could not understand this interest 
of his son and thought the solution was in mar-
riage. At the age of fourteen, Mao was married to 
a girl from the same area. Mao however refused to 
complete the marriage.

Meanwhile the revolutionary atmosphere was rap-
idly growing in the surrounding areas. Two rebel-
lions took place in this period, which had a last-
ing impact on Mao. One was the revolt in Hunan 
in 1906 led by the revolutionaries of the party of 
the nationalist Sun Yat-sen. Th e other was a rebel-
lion against a landlord by a group of peasants of 
Shaoshan itself. Both were crushed and the lead-
ers were beheaded. Mao was very much aff ected by 
the injustice and longed to do something radical for 
the country and its people. He also longed to con-
tinue his education. Finally in 1910, he was sent 
to a Higher Primary School, in his mother’s home 
district, Xiangxiang.

Th e students in this school were all from landlord 
and rich background who initially looked down 
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upon Mao. Mao however had soon outshone all 
the other students by his superior intellect and 
hard work and study. He would sit reading for long 
hours in the classroom after everyone had left. His 
teachers were highly impressed by his ability. With-
in a few months however he was restless to move 
on to a higher level. After a year he easily passed 
the exams for admission to Middle School which 
was situated in Changsha, the provincial capital of 
Hunan. In September 1911, Mao walked the forty 
miles to Changsha. Mao, who was almost eighteen, 
was seeing a city for the fi rst time.

Changsha, a city of scholars, was in extreme turmoil 
at the time of Mao’s arrival there. Revolutionary as-
sociations under various names had been formed 
by teachers and students. Underground literature 
was being circulated and an explosion was expected 
at any moment. Mao, who had already developed 
some radical thinking, was eager to participate in 
the events. Within a month of Mao’s arrival the 
1911 bourgeois revolution broke out under the 
leadership of Sun Yat-sen. Mao immediately decid-
ed to join the revolutionary army. Th e revolution 
however was soon betrayed and landed in the hands 
of counter revolutionaries. Mao, after fi ve months, 
resigned from the army and landed back in Chang-
sha.

On his return, Mao was in search of what to do and 
what direction to take in life. Looking up advertise-
ments in newspapers, he registered for a number 
of courses in schools ranging from a soap-making 
school and a police school to a law school and a 
commercial school. He fi nally sat for the entrance 
examination for the First Provincial Middle School 
in Changsha and stood fi rst. After six months how-
ever he left the school and arranged a schedule of 
education of his own, which consisted of reading 
every day at the Hunan Provincial Library. For six 
months, he would spend the whole day from morn-
ing to night at the library with just a small lunch 
of two rice cakes. Th is period of intensive reading 
covered a very wide range of social and scientifi c 
topics of Western as well as Chinese authors. It laid 
the foundation of Mao’s education. Six months of 
such study however left Mao totally penniless. His 
father, who could not understand his son’s desire to 

just go on reading on his own, refused to support 
him unless he joined a real school.

Th us in 1913, Mao joined the Hunan First Nor-
mal College which was a Teachers’ College. He re-
mained there for fi ve years from 1913 to 1918. Th e 
collapse of the central Chinese government and the 
outbreak of World War I had created conditions of 
extreme upheaval throughout China and the world. 
In China wars between provincial armies of warlord 
generals became a common occurrence. It was also 
the period when Japan, making use of the involve-
ment of the other imperialist powers in war, tried 
to achieve total domination over China. Th is led 
to strong opposition from Chinese intellectuals and 
revolutionary sections.

It was during these years that Mao’s political ideas 
took shape. In 1915 he became secretary of the Stu-
dents’ Society at the Normal College, and created 
the Association for Student Self-Government. Th is 
organisation organised numerous agitations against 
the college authorities for student demands. Mao 
also led this organisation in street demonstrations 
against Japanese domination and their Chinese 
puppets. Th is organisation was later to become the 
nucleus for future student organisations in the Hu-
nan province.

As the attacks of the warlord generals grew the stu-
dents in many places formed self-defence corps. In 
1917 Mao became the head of his college battal-
ion. He obtained some arms from the local police 
and led the students in guerrilla attacks on warlord 
groups to collect more arms. Using his knowledge 
of guerrilla tactics used by earlier Hunanese fi ghters 
as well as study of military theory, Mao build up 
the college battalion into an effi  cient fi ghting force. 
Mao also took a keen interest in all the major mili-
tary campaigns of the ongoing World War I. He 
lectured and wrote articles on strategy and tactics.

Mao also involved himself in various other activi-
ties. He fought against social evils like opium tak-
ing and prostitution. He fought against oppression 
of women and tried to ensure the maximum par-
ticipation of women in the students’ movement. 
He wrote and encouraged swimming, sports and 
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intensive physical training among the students and 
youth. He himself maintained extreme physical fi t-
ness – took cold baths throughout the year, swam 
in cold water, went barefoot and bare-chested for 
long walks in the hills, etc. In 1917 he started an 
evening school where he and other students and 
teachers taught the workers of Changsha’s factories 
free of charge.

In 1918, Mao inaugurated the New People’s Study 
Society, which he had been planning for about a 
year. It was one of many such student groups, but 
grew into something else, the core of a political 
party. From the start it insisted on action as well as 
debate. It would not only talk revolution, but prac-
tise it, fi rst of all revolutionising its own members, 
turning them into ‘new men’. It had girl members 
and took up among other issues, the oppression of 
women in the traditional marriage system. Its ac-
tivities went according to a programme of debate, 
study and social action. Social action included 
night schools for workers, visiting factories, dem-
onstrating against Japanese imperialism, writing 
articles, fi ghting for new ideas and the use of the 
vernacular language. In later years all thirteen of the 
original members of the society joined the Com-
munist Party of China (CPC), founded in 1921. 
By 1919 there were eighty members, of whom over 
forty were to join the Party.

Around the time of Mao’s graduation from the Nor-
mal College in 1918 he was joined in Changsha 
by his mother who came there for treatment. She 
however could not be cured and died in October 
1918. After her death Mao moved to Peking, the 
capital of China, where he for six months took up 
a very low paying job as an assistant librarian in the 
Peking University. Th is job was obtained through 
Li Ta-chao the university librarian, who was the 
fi rst Chinese intellectual to praise the Russian Rev-
olution and one of the fi rst to introduce Marxist 
thought to China. Under Li Ta-chao, Mao rapidly 
developed towards Marxism. He started reading 
those works of Lenin, which had been translated 
into Chinese. Towards the end of 1918 he joined 
the Marxist Study Group formed by Li. He also 
met many intellectuals and Marxists. One who had 
an impact then on him was Chen Tu-hsiu, who 

was later to become the fi rst Secretary of the CPC. 
Chen at that time was editor of the radical maga-
zine, New Youth, which Mao had already written 
for and which had had an infl uence on him.

Mao spent only six months in Peking. During this 
period however he fell in love with Yang Kai-hui, 
the daughter of one of his Changsha College lec-
turers, who was now a Professor at the Peking Uni-
versity. She was then a student, doing a course in 
journalism at the university. For both it was their 
fi rst love. Th eir love was of the type that was then 
called ‘new’ love where the partners made their 
own choice going against the traditional system of 
arranged marriages. For some time their love re-
mained secret. Th ey were not sure whether there 
was time for love when the country needed them 
so much. Th ey decided to wait some time before 
taking a fi nal decision.

In April 1919 Mao returned to Changsha just be-
fore the outbreak of the historic May 4th move-
ment of 1919. Th is anti-imperialist democratic 
movement shook the whole of China. Th ough initi-
ated by the students, it rapidly covered vast sections 
of workers, merchants, shopkeepers, artisans and 
other sections. Mao immediately involved himself 
wholeheartedly in political agitation. On his arrival 
he had immediately taken up a low paying job as a 
primary school teacher. All his spare time however 
was spent in organising agitations and spreading 
Marxism. He encouraged the study of Marxism in 
the New People’s Study Society and other students’ 
societies that he was in contact with. At the same 
time he built up the United Students Association 
of Hunan which encompassed even young school 
students and girls students in a big way. Uniting 
all sections Mao organised a movement for the sei-
zure and burning of Japanese goods. He brought 
out a weekly magazine the Xiang River Review, 
which quickly had a great infl uence on the students 
movement in South China. When the weekly was 
banned in October 1919, Mao continued to write 
in other journals. Soon he got a job as a journalist 
for various Hunan papers and set out for the big 
cities of Wuhan, Peking and Shanghai to win sup-
port for the Hunan movement.
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However when he landed in Peking in February 
1920, he soon got involved with the plans to build 
the Communist Party of China. He held discus-
sions with his university librarian, Li Ta-chao and 
other intellectuals. He visited the factories and rail-
way yards and discussed Marxism with the workers. 
He did further study of the works of Marx and En-
gels and other socialists. He also met Yang Kai-hui, 
who had been studying Marxism. Th ey discussed 
their dedication to each other and to the revolu-
tion. Th ey got engaged.

After Peking, Mao spent four months in Shanghai, 
China’s biggest city and its biggest industrial and 
commercial centre. Here he held discussions with 
Chen Tu-hsiu and other Shanghai Marxists. To 
support himself he took a job as a labourer, work-
ing twelve to fourteen hours in a laundry. It was 
during this period, in May 1920, that China’s fi rst 
Communist group was set up in Shanghai.

When Mao moved backed to Hunan in July 1920, 
he started working to set up a similar Communist 
group there. His father had died in the beginning 
of the year and Mao made his home in Shaoshan 
there initially. His two brothers and adopted sister 
were among his fi rst recruits. He then moved back 
to Changsha where he continued recruiting. Th ere 
he took up a job as the director of a primary school 
and also taught one class at the Normal College for 
which he received a comfortable salary for the fi rst 
time.

Towards the end of 1920, Mao got married to Yang 
Kai-hui and they lived together for the one and a 
half years that Mao was in Changsha as primary 
school director. Th ey were regarded as an ideal cou-
ple with Yang being also involved with the work of 
the Party of which she became a member in 1922. 
Th ey had two sons, one of whom died in 1950 as a 
volunteer in the Korean War against US imperial-
ism. Th e other became an accountant. Yang who 
performed secret work for the Party was arrested in 
1930 and executed.

Th ough Mao participated in various agitations dur-
ing this period, the main focus of his work was the 
formation and building up of the CPC. After form-

ing a Communist group in Hunan, Mao went to 
Shanghai to attend the secretly held First National 
Congress of the CPC in July 1921. He was one 
of twelve delegates who represented only 57 party 
members at that time.

After the Congress, Mao became the Provincial 
Party Secretary of Hunan Province. From the very 
beginning he paid particular attention of building 
the party in Hunan on the basis of Leninist party 
principles. He recruited youth from the existing 
revolutionary organisations as well as advanced 
workers who were won by extending the workers’ 
movement. He started two monthly magazines to 
raise the ideological and political level of the Party 
members and Youth League members and to help 
them to carry on Communist education among the 
masses.

It was during this period upto 1923 that Mao con-
centrated a great deal on the organising of workers 
in Changsha, the Anyuan Colliery (in the neigh-
bouring Kiangsi Province) and in the Shuikoushan 
Lead Mine. By August 1921 he set up the fi rst 
Communist trade union. In 1922 he formed the 
Hunan branch of the All-China Labour Federation, 
of which he was made the chairman. Th e Anyuan 
Colliery movement and organisation in particular 
was an excellent example of Communist organis-
ing. Th e Party at fi rst ran spare-time schools for the 
workers of the colliery to carry on Marxist educa-
tion. It then organised a trade union. Meanwhile, 
a branch of the Socialist Youth League was formed 
among the workers, the best members of which 
were later absorbed into the Party. Th e Anyuan 
Colliery saw major strikes, which had country wide 
repercussions. It had a strong organisation, which 
survived even during the repression periods. Th e 
workers provided valuable support and participa-
tion at various stages in the revolutionary war. Any-
uan was the liaison centre for the fi rst Communist 
base area in the Chingkang Mountains.

Mao did not participate in the Second National 
Congress of the CPC, held in July 1922, as he 
missed his appointment. He participated in the 
Th ird National Congress of the CPC, held in 
June 1923, at which he was elected on the Central 
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Committee. Th is Congress decided to promote an 
anti-imperialist, anti-feudal national front in co-
operation with the Kuomintang Party led by Sun 
Yat-sen. It directed Communist Party members to 
join the Kuomintang Party as individuals. Mao did 
so and was elected as an alternate member of the 
Kuomintang Central Executive Committee at its 
First and Second National Congresses held in 1924 
and 1926. He worked as Head of the Central Pro-
paganda department of the Kuomintang, edited the 
Political Weekly and directed the Sixth class at the 
Peasant Movement Institute.
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Chapter 25

Mao’s Fight Against Right and ‘Left’ Lines and     
Victory of the Chinese Revolution

Th e First Revolutionary Civil War : From 1924 till 
the beginning of 1926 the Chinese Revolution ad-
vanced rapidly with the proletariat and peasantry 
in great ferment. In 1925 the protest against the 
30th May massacre of demonstrators by the Brit-
ish police in Shanghai turned into an anti-imperi-
alist people’s movement involved all sections of the 
masses throughout the country. Th e country was 
on the verge of a decisive battle between revolution 
and counter-revolution.

However two deviations then plagued the CPC. 
Th e dominant Right opportunist clique was led by 
the then party General Secretary, Chen Tu-hsiu. 
He took the stand that the bourgeois-democratic 
revolution must be led by the bourgeoisie and the 
aim of the revolution should be to form a bourgeois 
republic. According to his line the bourgeoisie was 
the only democratic force with which the working 
class should unite. He did not consider any possi-
bility of building an alliance with the peasantry. On 
the other hand, were the ‘Left’ opportunists who 
were represented by Chang Kuo-tao, the leader of 
the All-China Federation of Labour. He saw only 
the working-class movement. He argued that the 
working class is strong enough to make revolution 
alone. Th us his clique also ignored the peasantry.

While fi ghting these two deviations, Mao made 
his fi rst major contributions to the development of 
Marxist theory. In March 1926, he brought out his 
famous Analysis of the Classes in Chinese Society 
and in March 1927, he presented his Report on an 
Investigation of the Peasant Movement in Hunan. 
In these works he tried to answer the most basic 
questions of the Chinese revolution. Who are the 
friends and enemies of the revolution, who is the 
leading force and who are the reliable and vacillat-
ing allies? He argued that it was the proletariat and 
not the bourgeoisie who would have to lead the 
revolution. However the proletariat would not be 
able to win by fi ghting alone. He stressed the role of 
the peasantry, which was the closest and most nu-

merous ally of the proletariat. He also pointed out 
that the national bourgeoisie was a vacillating ally 
with the possibility of the Right wing becoming an 
enemy and the Left wing remaining a friend of the 
revolution. Mao also presented his ideas on how the 
masses were to be mobilised, a revolutionary gov-
ernment established and the peasant armed forces 
organised. Th is was Mao’s clear perspective for the 
direction the revolutionary forces should take.

Th is was the time of the Northern Expedition, 
which was a critical part of the fi rst phase of the 
Chinese Revolution – the First Revolutionary Civil 
War. It was a march by the Revolutionary Army 
under the leadership of the revolutionary national 
united front (the Kuomintang-CPC united front). 
Starting in July 1926 from Kwantung in the south 
of China its aim was to smash the reactionary 
government of the imperialist-backed Northern 
warlords in a revolutionary war and achieve the 
independence and unity of China. Th e Northern 
Expedition was initially a major success with the 
whole of South China and many of the Southern 
warlords being defeated or won over. Under the 
infl uence of the Northern Expedition there was 
an upsurge among the peasantry. Th e proletariat 
staged many armed uprisings in cities to coincide 
with the advance of the Revolutionary Army. Even 
Shanghai the largest industrial and commercial city 
of China was liberated in March 1927 after three 
attempts at armed workers’ uprising.

After achieving major victories however the bour-
geois clique represented by Chiang Kai-shek (the 
main Kuomintang leader after Sun Yat-sen’s death 
in 1925), broke the united front. In April 1927 mas-
sacres, backed by the imperialists, were launched on 
the Communist cadre in various parts of the coun-
try. Th e Right opportunist Chen Tu-hsiu leader-
ship of the CPC however, instead of mobilising the 
workers and peasants against the Kuomintang reac-
tionaries, submitted to them. In July 1927 another 
Kuomintang clique launched massacres against the 
Communists. Th is resulted in the breaking up of 
the united front and defeat of the First Revolution-
ary Civil War.

Th e Right line of Chen Tu-hsiu, which dominated 
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throughout the period of the First Revolutionary 
Civil War was one the important reasons for the 
failure of the revolution during this period. Th ough 
Mao struggled against this Right Line, he could not 
win the support of the majority in the Party. In fact 
at the Fifth National Congress held during this pe-
riod, in April 1927, Chen succeeded in removing 
Mao from the Central Committee.

 Th e Second Revolutionary Civil War Period : In 
August 1927, at the start of the next period—the 
Second Revolutionary Civil War Period—Chen 
Tu-hsiu was removed as General Secretary after a 
fi rm criticism of his Right opportunism. Mao was 
brought back on the Central Committee and made 
an alternate member of the Provisional Polit Bu-
reau that was set up. However the correct criticism 
of the Right line gave way in November 1927 to 
the domination of a ‘Left’ line in the Central Com-
mittee, under the leadership of Chu Chiu-pai, an 
intellectual comrade returned after training in Rus-
sia. Th is line made the wrong assessment that the 
Chinese revolution was on a ‘continuous upsurge’, 
and therefore called for armed uprisings in many 
cities. Th e leadership criticised Mao for advocating 
and leading a peasant uprising and opposing up-
risings in big cities. He was again removed from 
his Central posts. He was also removed from mem-
bership of the Hunan Provincial Committee. Th e 
‘Left’ Line led to heavy losses and the abandonment 
of this line by April 1928.

Th e Sixth Congress of the CPC held in Moscow 
in June 1928 rectifi ed this fi rst ‘Left’ line and ad-
opted a basically correct understanding, repudiat-
ing both the Right and ‘Left’ positions. Th ough 
Mao did not attend the Congress it basically upheld 
his position on many points. In his absence he was 
again elected on to the Central Committee.  It was 
while implementing this understanding, and while 
building up the Red Army after the failures of the 
Northern Expedition and the city uprisings, that 
Mao made his further contributions to the devel-
opment of Marxist-Leninist theory. He wrote Why 
is it that Red Political Power can exist in China? in 
October 1928, and Th e Struggle in the Chingkang 
Mountains in November 1928. Th ese historical 
works provided the theoretical basis for the historic 

process of building and developing the Red Army 
then under way. Mao, starting from a small group 
of worker and peasant fi ghters had after the failure 
of the peasant uprising in 1927 set up the fi rst base 
in the Chingkang mountains in October 1927. 
Th rough the period from 1927 to the beginning 
of 1930 the area of armed peasant uprisings and 
rural revolutionary bases grew steadily. Many of 
the fi ghting sections under Communist leadership 
joined Mao’s forces. Th e Red Army grew to 60,000 
soldiers and, a little later to 1,00,000 soldiers.

However ‘left’ ideas again started gaining ascen-
dancy and from 1930 took over the leadership of 
the party. Two ‘Left’ lines led by Li Li-san in 1930 
and Wang Ming in 1931-34 dominated the party 
and caused incalculable harm. Li Li-san in June 
1930 drew up a plan for organising armed upris-
ings in the major cities throughout the country and 
for concentrating all the units of the Red Army for 
attacking these major cities. Th e attempt to imple-
ment this plan between June and September 1930 
led to severe losses and a demand from cadres for its 
rectifi cation. During this period Mao led an attack 
on Changsha but withdrew to prevent heavy losses 
in the face of superior imperialist and Kuomin-
tang forces. After the withdrawal there was brutal 
repression in Changsha during which Yang Kai-
hui, Mao’s wife, who was doing underground work 
there, was executed.  Li Li-san did self-criticism 
at a plenum held in September 1930 and stepped 
down from leadership positions. Mao and Chu Teh 
(Commander of the Red Army) were taken on to 
the newly formed Polit Bureau.

Th is Polit Bureau was however bypassed by a ple-
num called in January 1931 by Wang Ming one 
of the group of twenty-eight so-called ‘Bolsheviks’ 
who had returned after training in Russia. Th ey did 
not call Mao and Chu Teh for the plenum but re-
moved them and others from the Central Commit-
tee. In August 1932 Mao was also removed from 
his posts as secretary of the Front Committee and 
political commissar of the Red Army. With the 
Party and Red Army in their full control the Wang 
Ming clique committed numerous errors which 
led to severe losses. Th roughout, their main attack 
was on Mao, who was the representative of what 
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was according to them right opportunism and the 
main danger within the Party. Mao’s correct line 
was called a ‘rich peasant line’. Sectarian and fac-
tional methods were used by the ‘Left’ Line leader-
ship to attack not only Mao but also the leaders of 
the earlier ‘Left’ Lines, Li Li-san and Chu Chiu-pai. 
While the Wang Ming clique was creating havoc in 
the Party, Chiang Kai-shek was organising repeated 
campaigns of encirclement and suppression against 
the Red base areas. Th e fi rst four campaigns were 
defeated because of Mao’s leadership and the infl u-
ence of his strategic principles before the ‘Left’ lead-
ership acquired full control over the Party and Red 
Army in the base areas. However when the ‘Left’ 
leadership actually moved into the base area their 
direct leadership led to serious errors and defeat of 
the Communist forces in the fi fth campaign of the 
Kuomintang forces. In order to break through Chi-
ang Kai-shek’s encirclement and win new victories 
it was decided from October 1934, to undertake 
the world-shaking strategic shift of the Red Army, 
known as the Long March. Mao was accompanied 
by his next wife, Ho Tzu-chen, a Party cadre from a 
local peasant family of the Kiangsi base area. Th ey 
had married in 1931, after the death of Mao’s ear-
lier wife, Yang Kai-hui. Th ey had two children who 
were left behind with peasants in the Kiangsi base 
area at the start of the Long March.

It was during the Long March, at the Tsunyi Ple-
num of the CPC, in January 1935, that leadership 
of the party moved into the hands of Mao and his 
policies. Th is was a turning point for the Long 
March as well as for the Chinese Revolution. It was 
then decided to continue the Long March in the 
northward direction to be able to better co-ordinate 
the nation-wide anti-Japanese movement, which 
had been growing continuously since the Japanese 
attack and occupation of North-eastern China in 
1931.

During the Long March, besides the repeated at-
tacks of the Kuomintang troops, the Party had also 
to face the line of fl ightism and warlordism led by 
Chang Kuo-tao. Two conferences of the Central 
Committee held during the Long March defeated 
Chang Kuo-tao’s proposal to retreat to national mi-
nority areas of Sinkiang and Tibet. He however re-

fused to follow the Party decision and tried to form 
a new Party Centre. He led a section of the Red 
Army in a diff erent direction during which they 
were attacked and fi nished off  by the Kuomintang 
forces. Chang himself became a traitor and joined 
the Kuomintang. Th e main force of the Red Army 
reached their destination in the Shensi province in 
Northern China in October 1935, one year after 
they had started the Long March. Th e Red Army 
which numbered around 3,00,000 just before the 
beginning of the fi fth encirclement campaign had 
now been reduced to just over twenty thousand. It 
was this core that set up the Shensi-Kansu-Ningh-
shia (on the border areas of these three provinces 
of Northern China) base area. It became famously 
known as Yenan, the name of its capital. Th is was 
the base from which Mao led the Party and Red 
Army to victory by 1945 in the war against Japan.

It was during this period that Mao and Ho Tzu-
chen were divorced in 1938. In April 1939 he mar-
ried Chiang Ching. Chiang Ching was the party 
name of Lan Ping, a theatre and fi lm actress, who 
had joined the Party in 1933 and moved to Yenan 
in1937 to teach drama at the Art Academy there 
and participate in the propaganda teams who went 
among the peasantry. Mao who took a keen inter-
est in art and literature met her in the course of 
this work and they fell in love and decided to get 
married.

Th e Period of the War of Resistance Against Ja-
pan: Immediately after the completion of the Long 
March, Mao concentrated on the adoption and im-
plementation of a new tactical orientation in order 
to end the Civil War and unite the maximum forces 
for a War of Resistance against Japan. His presenta-
tion On Tactics Against Japanese Imperialism was 
a major development of Marxist-Leninist United 
Front tactics. Th is was later further developed in 
his May 1937 Report on Th e Tasks of the Chinese 
Communist Party in the Period of Resistance to Ja-
pan. Giving a brilliant exposition of the stage of 
development of China’s internal and external con-
tradictions, Mao explained the change in the prin-
cipal contradiction caused by Japan’s aggression 
and therefore the change in the United Front tac-
tics necessary to face the new situation. He called 
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for a united front with the Kuomintang in order 
to drive away the Japanese aggressors. Chiang Kai-
shek however did not agree to enter a united front 
until he was forced to do so by the CPC’s propa-
ganda and by the pressure of certain factions in his 
own party. He fi nally agreed, when he was arrested 
in December 1936 by two of his own generals who 
insisted that a united front should be built with the 
CPC. Th e Anti-Japanese United Front was set up 
in August 1937.

During the period of the War of Resistance, Mao 
had again to fi ght wrong trends though these did 
not grow to capture leadership over the Party and 
the struggle. One was a pessimistic trend of national 
subjugation present in some Kuomintang sections 
of the United Front. Th ese people after some de-
feats at the hands of the Japanese felt that the Chi-
nese was bound to be suppressed and ruled by the 
Japanese and other imperialists. One faction even 
prepared for surrender. On the other hand there 
was the trend in some sections of the CPC, who 
felt that since the united front had been formed 
there would be quick victory over the Japanese. 
Th ese comrades overestimated the strength of the 
United Front and did not see the reactionary side 
of the Chiang Kai-shek clique. In order to correct 
these mistaken theories and to point out the cor-
rect course of the war, Mao in May 1938 brought 
out his book On Protracted War which pointed 
out that the War would fi nally end in victory but 
the victory would not be quick. He also in this and 
other writings laid down the military principles of 
the war.

Mao also wrote various philosophical works to help 
educate the Party cadre and remove the damaging 
eff ects of the earlier Right and ‘Left’ Lines. Bas-
ing on these writings, between 1941 and 1944, a 
lengthy Rectifi cation Campaign was held to fi ght 
the main errors in the Party. Th is was combined 
with in-depth discussions to review the history 
of the Party. Chou En-lai, who had been a lead-
ing comrade throughout the period, particularly 
participated in this process. Th is led fi nally to an 
open and complete repudiation of the earlier wrong 
Lines. Th is understanding was adopted in the Reso-
lution on Certain Questions in the History of Our 

Party at Plenum of the CPC held in April 1945.

Armed with the correct line and correct tactics, the 
CPC led the Chinese people to victory, fi rst in the 
War of Resistance against Japan and then against the 
reactionaries led by Chiang Kai-shek. From a fi ght-
ing force of just over twenty thousand at the end of 
the Long March, the Red Army grew to a strength 
of one million towards the end of the anti-Japanese 
war in 1945. At that time, at the Seventh Congress 
of the CPC in April 1945, Mao in his Report On 
Coalition Government, presented a detailed sum-
ming up of the anti-Japanese war and an analysis 
of the current international and domestic situation. 
He gave a specifi c programme for the formation of 
a coalition government with the Kuomintang after 
the victory over the Japanese forces.

Th e Th ird Revolutionary Civil War Period: How-
ever after the victory over the Japanese, Chiang 
Kai-shek, because of the support of U.S. imperial-
ism and the superior strength of his military forc-
es, refused to agree to the formation of a coalition 
government on any reasonable terms. At that time 
even Stalin wanted the CPC to come to an agree-
ment, saying that they should not have a civil war 
and should co-operate with Chiang Kai-shek, oth-
erwise the Chinese nation would perish. Neverthe-
less the CPC under Mao went ahead and fought 
what came to be known as the Th ird Revolutionary 
Civil War. Relying on the full support of the masses 
and particularly the peasantry, the Red Army was 
able to change the military balance of forces and 
move in July 1947 from the strategic defensive to 
the strategic off ensive. By October 1949 the CPC 
had, within a period of four years, won nation-wide 
victory over the U.S. backed Kuomintang.

As China gained victory, Marxist-Leninists and the 
proletariat throughout the world were fi lled with 
joy and pride at the formation of a seemingly in-
vincible socialist camp encompassing one-third of 
humanity. Mao however gave an idea of the chal-
lenges ahead and dangers of the coming period. In 
1949, on the occasion of the twenty-eighth anni-
versary of the founding of the CPC, in his speech 
‘On the People’s Democratic Dictatorship’, he said, 
“Twenty- eight years of our Party are a long period, 
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in which we have accomplished only one thing—
we have won basic victory in the revolutionary war. 
Th is calls for celebration, because it is the people’s 
victory, because it is a victory in a country as large 
as China. But we still have much work to do; to use 
the analogy of a journey, our past work is only the 
fi rst step in a long march of ten thousand li.”
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Chapter 26

The Path of Revolution for  the Colonies and 
Semi-Colonies

Immediately after the establishment of the Chinese 
Peoples’ Republic the international communist 
movement gave open recognition to the signifi cance 
of the Chinese path of revolution, for the colonies 
and semi-colonies. In the 27 January, 1950, editori-
al of For a Lasting Peace, For a People’s Democracy, 
the organ of the Cominform, it was stated, “Th e 
path taken by the Chinese people… is the path that 
should be taken by the people of many colonial and 
dependent countries in their struggle for national 
independence and people’s democracy.

“Th e experience of the victorious national-libera-
tion struggle of the Chinese people teaches that the 
working class must unite with all classes, parties, 
groups and organisations willing to fi ght the im-
perialists and their hirelings and to form a broad, 
nation-wide united front, headed by the working 
class and its vanguard—the communist party…

“A decisive condition for the victorious outcome 
of the national-liberation struggle is the formation, 
when the necessary internal conditions allow for it, 
of people’s liberation armies under the leadership of 
the communist party.”

Th us, the universal applicability of Marxist-Lenin-
ist theory developed by Mao—i.e. Mao Tse-tung 
Th ought—was recognised, and began to become 
the guideline for genuine revolutionaries through-
out the world, particularly in the colonies and 
semi-colonies.

Mao’s formulation of the Chinese Path of Revolu-
tion had been developed in his numerous writings 
during the advance of the Revolution. Lenin had 
already pointed out that in the era of imperialism 
and proletarian revolution it was the proletariat and 
not the bourgeoisie that would lead the bourgeois 
democratic revolution. Mao in his work On New 
Democracy, carrying this understanding ahead, fur-
ther pointed out that in this era, any revolution in 
a colony or semi-colony that is directed against im-

perialism, no longer comes within the old category 
of the bourgeois-democratic world revolution, but 
within a new category; it is no longer part of the 
old bourgeois, or capitalist, world revolution, but is 
part of the new world revolution, the proletarian-
socialist world revolution. Such revolutionary colo-
nies and semi-colonies can no longer be regarded 
as allies of the counter-revolutionary front of world 
capitalism; they have become allies of the revolu-
tionary front of world socialism. Th us, in order to 
diff erentiate from the old bourgeois democratic 
revolution, he called the revolution in the colonies 
and semi-colonies a New Democratic Revolution. 
On this basis he elaborated the politics, economy 
and culture of New Democracy.

Mao also developed on the understanding of the 
united front that Lenin and Stalin had given. He 
showed that the bourgeoisie in the colonies and 
semi-colonies was divided into two parts – the 
comprador bourgeoisie and the national bourgeoi-
sie. Th e comprador bourgeoisie, who depended on 
imperialism for its existence and growth, was always 
an enemy of the revolution. Th e national bourgeoi-
sie was a vacillating ally who would sometimes help 
the revolution and sometimes join the enemies. 
Th us the united front under the leadership of the 
proletariat would consist of a four class alliance – 
the proletariat, the peasantry, the urban petty bour-
geoisie and the national bourgeoisie. Th e enemies 
of the revolution were imperialism, the comprador 
bourgeoisie and the landlords.

According to Mao the revolution in the colonies 
and semi-colonies would not follow the path of 
insurrection followed by the Russian Revolution 
where the main cities were captured fi rst and then 
control taken over the countryside. He showed the 
Chinese path of protracted people’s war which in-
volved the areawise seizure of power in the country-
side, the building of guerrilla zones and base areas 
and the fi nal encircling and capturing of the cities. 
To achieve this Mao laid down the military prin-
ciples of revolutionary war. He taught how to build 
up the Red Army, which was an absolutely neces-
sary weapon of the revolution. Starting from guer-
rilla warfare and then moving to mobile warfare 
and fi nally to positional warfare, Mao showed the 
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way how a small force can rely on the vast masses 
to build up the forces needed to defeat a formidable 
enemy.

Finally, basing himself on the Marxist-Leninist 
understanding of the state and the dictatorship of 
the proletariat, Mao elaborated the theory regard-
ing the form of the state in the revolutions in the 
colonial countries. On the basis of the theory of 
New Democracy, he formulated the understanding 
of the new- democratic republic.

Th is new-democratic republic he said would be 
diff erent from the old European-American form 
of capitalist republic under bourgeois dictatorship 
which is the old democratic form and already out of 
date. On the other hand, it would also be diff erent 
from the socialist republic of the Soviet type under 
the dictatorship of the proletariat. For a certain his-
torical period, this form too was not suitable for the 
revolutions in the colonial and semi-colonial coun-
tries. During this period, therefore, a third form of 
state was necessary to be adopted in the revolutions 
of all colonial and semi-colonial countries, namely, 
the new-democratic republic under the joint dicta-
torship of several anti-imperialist classes. Since this 
form suits a certain historical period it is therefore 
transitional. Nevertheless, according to Mao, it is 
a form that is necessary and cannot be dispensed 
with.

Th is state was established after the victory of the 
Chinese Revolution in the form of the People’s 
Democratic Dictatorship. Mao explained the es-
sence of the people’s democratic dictatorship as the 
combination of two aspects – democracy for the 
people and dictatorship over the reactionaries. Th e 
people are the working class, the peasantry, the ur-
ban petty bourgeoisie and the national bourgeoi-
sie. Th ese classes, led by the working class and the 
Communist Party, unite to form their own state and 
elect their own government; they enforce their dic-
tatorship over the running dogs of imperialism—
the landlord class and bureaucrat-bourgeoisie, as 
well as the representatives of those classes.

Mao further pointed out that the Communist Par-
ty had to lead the process of transformation of the 

People’s Democratic Dictatorship into a Socialist 
State. Th e people’s democratic dictatorship, led by 
the proletariat and based on the worker-peasant al-
liance, required that the Communist Party should 
unite the entire working class, the entire peasantry 
and the broad masses of revolutionary intellectuals; 
these are the leading and basic forces of the dicta-
torship. Without this unity, the dictatorship cannot 
be consolidated.  It is also required that the Party 
unite with as many as possible of the representatives 
of the urban petty bourgeoisie and national bour-
geoisie who were ready to co-operate and with their 
intellectuals and political groups. Th is was neces-
sary to isolate the counter-revolutionary forces. If 
this were done it would be possible, after the victo-
ry of the revolution, to speedily restore and develop 
production, cope with foreign imperialism, steadily 
transform a backward semi-colonial agricultural 
economy into an industrial country and build up 
a socialist state.  
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Chapter 27

Mao on Philosophy

Mao’s writings on philosophy are directed to edu-
cating the Party cadre and masses in Marxism-Le-
ninism so as to change the mode of thinking and 
practice. Mao himself was an ardent student of phi-
losophy. When he got hold of books on philosophy 
he would consume them in intense concentrated 
reading. Because of the earlier infl uence of the dog-
matists who had returned after study in Russia and 
could not relate their knowledge to reality, Mao was 
continuously eager to make the Party’s study and 
teaching linked to practice. He wanted to make 
Marxist philosophy and particularly the Marxist 
dialectical method of use to all Party cadre and ac-
tivists and to the common masses.

Th e Th eory of Knowledge: Of prime importance 
was Mao’s teaching on the theory of knowledge. 
An important work was his essay On Practice – On 
the Relation Between Knowledge and Practice, Be-
tween Knowing and Doing. Th ough it took only 
two hours of lectures, Mao said it had taken weeks 
to write. Th e central point, which Mao explains 
is that knowledge does not drop from the skies, it 
comes from social practice and from it alone. True 
knowledge, or correct ideas, come from three kinds 
of social practice – the struggle for production, the 
class struggle and scientifi c experiment.

Th eory depends on practice. It is unthinkable, said 
Mao, that it should not be measured and checked by 
practice. In turn, theory changes practice, changes 
our method of work and thinking. Th rough this is 
brought about the transformation and gaining of 
more knowledge. No one is born wise, or born stu-
pid. Knowledge cannot come before material expe-
rience; nobody can become an expert before practi-
cally doing a thing.

Mao explained the process of obtaining knowledge. 
It starts from perceptual knowledge, the stage of 
sense perceptions and impressions, where man at 
fi rst sees only the separate aspects, the external rela-
tions of things. As social practice continues, things 
that give rise to man’s sense perceptions and impres-

sions in the course of his practice are repeated many 
times; then a sudden change (leap) takes place in the 
brain in the process of understanding, and concepts 
are formed. Concepts are no longer the phenom-
ena, the separate aspects and the external relations 
of things; they grasp the essence, the totality and 
the internal relations of things. Between concepts 
and sense perceptions there is not only a quantita-
tive but also a qualitative diff erence. Conceptual or 
logical or rational knowledge is a higher stage than 
the stage of perceptual knowledge.

Th ere are two important aspects to this. One is 
that rational knowledge depends upon percep-
tual knowledge. It is foolish to think that rational 
knowledge can be developed without someone fi rst 
experiencing and obtaining perceptual knowledge. 
Th e second important aspect is that perceptual 
knowledge remains to be developed into rational 
knowledge. Th is means that perceptual knowledge 
should be deepened and developed to the stage of 
rational knowledge.

Th e acquiring of rational knowledge is however 
not an end in itself. As Marxism has always held, 
the essential point of all knowledge is to bring it 
into practice. Th us as Mao says, “Discover the 
truth through practice, and again through practice 
verify and develop the truth. Start from perceptu-
al knowledge and actively develop it into rational 
knowledge; then start from rational knowledge and 
actively guide revolutionary practice to change both 
the subjective and the objective world. Practice, 
knowledge, again practice, and again knowledge. 
Th is form repeats itself in endless cycles, and with 
each cycle the content of practice and knowledge 
rises to a higher level. Such is the whole of the di-
alectical-materialist theory of knowledge, and such 
is the dialectical-materialist theory of the unity of 
knowing and doing.”

On Contradictions: Th e other important contribu-
tion of Mao to Marxist philosophy was in dialectics 
and particularly relating to the understanding and 
application of contradictions. Th e understanding 
and use of contradictions appears at various points 
and almost throughout Mao’s analysis and writ-
ings. His main work is On Contradictions, which 
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is an essay on philosophy written in August 1937 
by Mao after his essay “On Practice” and with the 
same object of overcoming the serious error of dog-
matist thinking to be found in the Party at the time. 
Originally this essay was presented as two lectures 
at the Anti-Japanese Military and Political College 
in Yenan.

Mao’s work was in a sense the continuation of work 
by Lenin who particularly made a deep study of 
contradictions. Lenin called contradiction ‘the salt 
of dialectics’ and stated that ‘the division of the One 
and the knowledge of its contradictory parts is the 
essence of dialectics.’ Lenin further in his Philo-
sophical Notebooks asserted, “In brief, dialectics 
can be defi ned as the doctrine of the unity of op-
posites. Th is embodies the essence of dialectics, but 
it requires explanations and development.”

Th ese ‘explanations and development’ was done 
some twenty years later by Mao. Mao work was 
a leap in the understanding of contradictions. He 
examined the question of contradictions in great 
detail and clarifi ed them in such a manner as to 
make them easily understandable and easily useable 
by anybody.

Firstly he asserted that the law of the unity of op-
posites, is the fundamental law of nature and of 
society and therefore also the fundamental law of 
thought.

Following from this he explained the principle of 
the universality and absoluteness of contradiction. 
According to this principle, contradiction is present 
in all processes of every object and of every thought 
and exists in all these processes from beginning to 
end.

Next he gives the principle of the particularity and 
relativity of contradiction. According to this princi-
ple, each contradiction and each of its aspects have 
their respective characteristics. 

A very important concept given by Mao in this re-
spect is regarding the unity and struggle between 
the opposites in a contradiction. Mao points out 
the unity or identity of opposites is conditional; it 

is thus always temporary and relative. On the other 
hand the struggle of opposites is unending; it is 
universal and absolute.

Another important principle, which Mao gave and 
uses very often in his analysis, was the understand-
ing of the principal contradiction and the principal 
aspect of a contradiction. According to this prin-
ciple, there are many contradictions in the pro-
cess of development of a complex thing, and one 
of them is necessarily the principal contradiction 
whose existence and development determines or in-
fl uences the existence and development of the other 
contradictions. Hence, if in any process there are 
a number of contradictions, one of them must be 
the principal contradiction playing the leading and 
decisive role, while the rest occupy a secondary and 
subordinate position. Th erefore, in studying any 
complex process in which there are two or more 
contradictions, we must devote every eff ort to fi nd-
ing its principal contradiction. Once this principal 
contradiction is grasped, all problems can be readily 
solved.

Similarly, in any contradiction the development 
of the contradictory aspects is uneven. Sometimes 
they seem to be in equilibrium, which is however 
only temporary and relative, while unevenness is 
basic. Of the two contradictory aspects, one must 
be principal and the other secondary. Th e princi-
pal aspect is the one playing the leading role in the 
contradiction. Th e nature of a thing is determined 
mainly by the principal aspect of a contradiction, 
the aspect that has gained the dominant position.

Mao always gave central importance to understand-
ing the principal contradiction in his analysis. Th us 
in his analysis of Chinese society he always analysed 
the principal contradiction. Th is was an advance 
over earlier Marxist-Leninist analysis, which did not 
particularly go into an analysis of the principal con-
tradiction in a country or revolution. Mao however 
asserted that unless we examine two aspects – the 
principal and the non-principal contradictions in a 
process, and the principal and the non-principal as-
pects of a contradiction – we shall get bogged down 
in abstractions, be unable to understand contradic-
tion concretely and consequently be unable to fi nd 



18 Basic Course in Marxism-Leninism-Maoism

the correct method of resolving it. Th e importance 
of understanding the principal contradiction and 
the principal aspect of a contradiction was because 
they represented the unevenness of the forces that 
are in contradiction. Nothing in this world devel-
ops absolutely evenly and therefore it was necessary 
to understand the change in the position of the 
principal and non-principal contradictions and the 
principal and non-principal aspects of a contradic-
tion. It is only by understanding the various stages 
of unevenness in the contradictions and the process 
of change in these contradictions that a revolution-
ary party can decide on its strategy and tactics, both 
in political and military aff airs.

Lastly Mao clarifi ed regarding the question of an-
tagonism in a contradiction. According to Mao an-
tagonism is one form, but not the only form, of the 
struggle of opposites; the formula of antagonism 
therefore cannot be arbitrarily applied everywhere. 
Some contradictions are characterised by open an-
tagonism, others are not. In accordance with the 
concrete development of things, some contradic-
tions, which were originally non-antagonistic, de-
velop into antagonistic ones, while others which 
were originally antagonistic develop into non-an-
tagonistic ones. Forms of struggle diff er accord-
ing to the diff erences in the nature of the contra-
dictions. Non-antagonistic contradictions can be 
solved by peaceful and friendly means. Antagonis-
tic contradictions require non-peaceful means.

Mao came back to the question of antagonistic and 
non-antagonistic contradictions during the period 
of socialist construction and during the Cultural 
Revolution. He stressed that despite the victory 
of the revolution it was wrong to think that con-
tradictions no longer existed in Chinese society. 
He showed that there were two diff erent types of 
contradictions still existing – the contradictions 
with the enemy and the contradictions among the 
people. Th e contradictions with the enemy are an-
tagonistic and had to be dealt with by suppression. 
On the other hand the contradictions among the 
people which are non-antagonistic had to be dealt 
with in such a way that they did not become antag-
onistic. Mao always stressed the need for the correct 
handling of contradictions. He pointed out that if 

contradictions were not understood and handled 
correctly there was always the danger of restoration 
of capitalism.
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Chapter 28

Mao on The Party

From the time that Mao took over the leadership 
of the CPC he made all eff orts to develope the Par-
ty on true Leninist lines. Due to the domination 
of the earlier incorrect lines, particularly the third 
‘Left’ Line of Wang Ming there were many devia-
tions in party functioning. Due to the sectarian 
understanding there were no proper norms of dem-
ocratic centralist functioning and a totally wrong 
approach to the two line struggle. Decisions were 
taken without consultation and without involving 
the Party cadre and by manipulating the holding 
of plenums and other meetings. Two line struggle 
was not conducted openly and representatives of 
another point of view were harassed and punished. 
Also due to dogmatism there was no implementa-
tion of mass line. Mao made all attempts to rectify 
these deviations as well as build up proper forums 
and bodies. In the process Mao also clarifi ed and 
developed many organisational concepts. He also 
tried to correct certain wrong understanding that 
had grown in the international communist move-
ment and also in the CPSU under the leadership 
of Stalin.

Democratic Centralism: Mao’s attempt to correct 
sectarian and bureaucratic deviations is seen in his 
explanation regarding democratic centralism. Mao’s 
understanding of democratic centralism is clearly 
‘fi rst democracy, then centralism’. He explained 
this in many ways – ‘if there is no democracy there 
won’t be any centralism’, ‘centralism is centralism 
built on the foundation of democracy. Proletarian 
centralism with a broad democratic base’.

Th is view of Mao was based on his understanding 
that centralism meant fi rst of all the centralisation 
of correct ideas. For this to take it was necessary 
for all comrades to express their views and opinions 
and not keep it bottled up inside them. Th is would 
only be possible if there was the fullest possible de-
mocracy where comrades would feel free to state 
what they want to say and even vent their anger. 
Th erefore without democracy it would be impos-
sible to sum up experience correctly. Without de-

mocracy, without ideas coming from the masses, 
it is impossible to formulate good lines, principles, 
policies or methods. However with proletarian de-
mocracy it was possible to achieve unity of under-
standing, of policy, plan, command and action on 
the basis of concentrating of correct ideas. Th is is 
unity through centralism.

Mao did not restrict the understanding of demo-
cratic centralism only to party functioning. He 
broadened the understanding to the question of 
running the proletarian state and building the so-
cialist economy. Mao felt that, without democratic 
centralism, the dictatorship of the proletariat could 
not be consolidated. Without broad democracy for 
the people, it was impossible for the dictatorship 
of the proletariat to be consolidated or for politi-
cal power to be stable. Without democracy, without 
arousing the masses and without supervision by the 
masses, it would be impossible to exercise eff ective 
dictatorship over the reactionaries and bad elements 
or to remould them eff ectively. Mao was making 
these observations after the rise of modern revision-
ism in the Soviet Union and saw that the masses 
had not been mobilised to exercise the dictatorship 
of the proletariat. He also saw the rise of revision-
ist tendencies within the CPC at the highest levels 
and recognised that the only safeguard against such 
trends was the initiative and vigilance of the lower 
level cadre and the masses.

Th us Mao said in his talk in January 1962, “Unless 
we fully promote people’s democracy and inner-
Party democracy and unless we fully implement 
proletarian democracy, it will be impossible for 
China to have true proletarian centralism. Without 
a high degree of democracy it is impossible to have a 
high degree of centralism and without a high degree 
of centralism it is impossible to establish a socialist 
economy. And what will happen to our country if 
we fail to establish a socialist economy? It will turn 
into a revisionist state, indeed a bourgeois state, and 
the dictatorship of the proletariat will turn into a 
dictatorship of the bourgeoisie, and a reactionary, 
fascist dictatorship at that. Th is is a question, which 
very much deserves our vigilance, and I hope our 
comrades will give it a good deal of thought.”
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Th e Two-Line Struggle is another aspect of party 
organisational principles, regarding which Mao de-
veloped Marxist understanding and theory. Mao’s 
approach, based on dialectical materialism was to 
see incorrect opinions within the Communist Party 
as the refl ection of alien classes in society. Th us as 
long as the class struggle continued in society there 
was bound to be its refl ection in the ideological 
struggle within the Party. His approach towards 
these contradictions too was diff erent. He saw them 
as non-antagonistic contradictions initially which 
through ‘serious struggle’ we should try to rectify. 
We should give ample opportunity to rectify and 
only if the people committing errors ‘persist’ or ‘ag-
gravate them’, then there was the possibility of the 
contradiction becoming antagonistic.

Th is was a correction of Stalin’s understanding, 
which he had presented in Foundations of Lenin-
ism. Stalin was opposed to any attempt to rectify 
wrong trends through inner-party struggle. He 
called such attempts as a “theory of ‘defeating’ op-
portunist elements by ideological struggle within 
the Party”, which according to him was “a rotten 
and dangerous theory, which threatens to condemn 
the Party to paralysis and chronic infi rmity”. Such 
a presentation refused to accept the possibility of 
a non-antagonistic contradiction and treated the 
struggle against opportunism as an antagonistic 
contradiction from the very beginning.

Drawing lessons from the same historical experi-
ence, Mao presented the methods of inner-Party 
struggle in the following manner. “All leading mem-
bers of the Party must promote inner-Party democ-
racy and let people speak out. What are the limits? 
One is that Party discipline must be observed, the 
minority being subordinate to the majority and the 
entire membership to the Central Committee. An-
other limit is that no secret faction must be organ-
ised. We are not afraid of open opponents, we are 
only afraid of secret opponents. Such people do not 
speak the truth to your face, what they say is only 
lies and deceit. Th ey don’t express their real inten-
tion. As long as a person doesn’t violate discipline 
and doesn’t engage in secret factional activities, we 
should allow him to speak out and shouldn’t pun-
ish him if he says wrong things. If people say wrong 

things, they can be criticised, but we should con-
vince them with reason. What if they are still not 
convinced? As long as they abide by the resolutions 
and the decisions taken by the majority, the minor-
ity can reserve their opinions.”

Mao’s understanding thus was on the clear basis that 
as long as class struggle existed in society there was 
bound to be the class struggle in the Party—i.e., the 
two-line struggle. Th erefore it was only correct that 
this struggle should be fought out openly according 
the principles of democratic centralism. Th us Mao, 
through his understanding and implementation 
of the concept of two-line struggle, attempted to 
bring about a correct dialectical approach to classes, 
class struggle and inner-party struggle.

Mass-Line: Another area where Mao advanced 
Marxism was regarding Mass-Line. Starting from 
the basic Marxist-Leninist understanding of the 
party maintaining the closest possible links with 
the masses, Mao developed the concept of mass-
line to a qualitatively new level. At the philosophi-
cal level he showed how it was an essential aspect of 
the Marxist theory of knowledge. At the political 
and organisational levels, he showed how it was the 
basis of a correct political line and also how it was 
the essential organisational line of inner-party rela-
tions.

Mao explains that in the practical work of the 
Party, all correct leadership is necessarily ‘from the 
masses, to the masses’. Th is means: take the ideas of 
the masses  (scattered and unsystematic ideas) and 
concentrate them (through study turn them into 
concentrated and systematic ideas), then go to the 
masses and propagate and explain these ideas until 
the masses embrace them as their own, hold fast to 
them and translate them into action, and test the 
correctness of these ideas in such action. Th en once 
again concentrate ideas from the masses and once 
again go to the masses so that the ideas are perse-
vered in carried through. And so on, over and over 
again in an endless spiral, with the ideas becoming 
more correct, more vital and richer each time. Th is, 
as Mao says, is the Marxist theory of knowledge.

In order to bring into practice the principle ‘from 
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the masses, to the masses’, Mao explains that it is 
necessary to have a correct relationship between the 
leading group and the masses in an organisation or 
in a struggle. It is necessary that the party draws to-
gether the activists to form a nucleus of leadership 
and links this nucleus of leadership closely with 
the masses. If this is not done the leadership of the 
party becomes bureaucratic and divorced from the 
masses. It is also necessary that the leadership does 
not remain content with merely giving general calls. 
General calls must be followed up by particular and 
concrete guidance if they are to be properly imple-
mented. “Take the ideas of the masses and concen-
trate them, then go to the masses, persevere in the 
ideas and carry them through, so as to form correct 
ideas of leadership—such is the basic method of 
leadership.” In this way Mao explains the mass-line 
as the basic method of leadership of the Party over 
the masses.

Lastly Mao says that the mass-line should not only 
be seen in the context of leadership of the Party 
over the masses. In fact Mao stresses on the applica-
tion of the mass-line to inner-party relations also. 
He thus also saw it as an organisational line. Mao 
points out that to ensure that the line really comes 
from the masses and particular that it really goes 
back to the masses, there must be close ties not only 
between the Party and the masses outside the Party 
(between the class and the people), but above all 
between the Party’s leading bodies and the masses 
within the Party (between the cadres and the rank 
and the fi le). Th us Mao shows that it was of crucial 
importance that close ties be maintained between 
higher and lower levels of the Party. Any break up 
in inner-party ties would result in a gap in the rela-
tion between the party leadership and the masses. It 
would go against the implementation of the mass-
line.
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Chapter 29

Socialist Construction – The Chinese Experience

Th e implementation of the new democratic eco-
nomic programme started even before nation-wide 
victory of the revolution. Soon after the Red Army 
and the Chinese Revolution entered the strategic 
off ensive in 1947, Mao announced and started 
implementing what was called the three major eco-
nomic policies of the new-democratic revolution. 
Th ese were 1) the confi scation of the land of the 
feudal class and its distribution among the peasant-
ry, 2) the confi scation of the capital of the compra-
dor bourgeoisie and 3) protection to the industry 
and commerce of the national bourgeoisie.  Th ese 
policies were immediately taken up for implemen-
tation in the vast areas of Northern China which 
were under revolutionary control and the agrarian 
reform was completed there by mid-1950. Subse-
quently the agrarian reform programme was com-
pleted in the remainder of the country.

General Line and Step-by-Step Collectivisation: In 
1951, the party adopted what came to be known 
as the general line for socialist construction, for the 
period of transition from capitalism to socialism. 
Th e basic aim set for this period was to accomplish 
the industrialisation of China together with the so-
cialist transformation of agriculture, handicrafts, 
and capitalist industry and commerce. Th e target 
set to complete this process was roughly eighteen 
years. Th is was divided into three years of rehabili-
tation for recovering from the damage and destruc-
tion of the civil war plus fi fteen years covering three 
fi ve-year plans for planned development of the 
economy.

In accordance with this general line, a ‘step-by-step’ 
plan was drawn up for the socialist transformation 
of agriculture. Th e fi rst step was to call on the peas-
ants to organise agricultural producers’ mutual-aid 
teams consisting of only a few to a dozen or so 
households each. Th ese teams had only certain ba-
sic elements of socialism like help and co-operation 
among the members of the team. Th e second step 
was to call on the peasants to organise small agricul-
tural producers co-operatives on the basis of these 

mutual-aid teams. Th ese co-operatives were semi-
socialist in nature and were characterised by the 
pooling of land as shares and by unifi ed manage-
ment. Th en the third step was to call on the peas-
ants to combine further on the basis of these small 
semi-socialist co-operatives and organise large fully 
socialist agricultural producers’ co-operatives. Th e 
basic principles underlying this step-by-step plan 
were voluntary participation and mutual benefi t. 
Th e peasants were to be persuaded to voluntarily 
participate in this process of collectivisation.

Th e fi rst step of mutual-aid teams had started in 
the revolutionary bases even before the nation-wide 
victory of the Revolution. Th e second step towards 
elementary co-operatives took place in the years 
1953-55. Th e third step of transition to advanced 
co-operatives came about in 1956. Th ere was a 
literal upsurge of socialist transformation in the 
countryside. Simultaneously, in the early months of 
1956, a related movement rapidly took ahead and 
completed the process of nationalisation of busi-
nesses. Th us China’s industry and commerce was 
transferred from private ownership to ownership by 
the whole people far ahead of schedule.

Mao’s Dialectical Approach to the Process of So-
cialist Construction: Th e general line was basically 
reliant on the Soviet model of socialist construc-
tion. Th e emphasis on industry and particularly 
on heavy industry was the central direction of the 
First Five Year Plan of 1953-57. Further there was 
a tendency to uncritically adopt all Soviet policies. 
With the rise of modern revisionism in the Soviet 
Union (and particularly after the revisionist 20th 
Congress of the CPSU in February 1956), the re-
visionist tendencies in the CPC were immediately 
strengthened. In 1956 a campaign was started from 
within the party to ‘oppose rash advances’—i.e., 
to stall the process of socialisation. At same time 
the revisionist theory of productive forces gained 
ascendancy within the party, with the prime rep-
resentative being the party general secretary, Liu 
Shiao-chi. Th e representatives of this trend upheld 
the Kruschevites, negated the class struggle and 
concentrated attention towards building modern 
productive forces, primarily through heavy indus-
try. Th eir argument was that the productive forces 
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are the main motor of change and it was the back-
ward productive forces in China that were the main 
factor holding back the development of the coun-
try. Changes in production relations should wait 
till after the productive forces had been developed 
enough. Th e cooperativisation of agriculture should 
wait until industries had developed enough to pro-
vide machinery for the rural mechanisation. All 
these proposals negated the importance of produc-
tion relations and the class struggle. It would lead 
to growth of revisionist and bureaucratic trends and 
the growth of a new exploiting class.

Seeing the Soviet experience and realising the re-
visionist danger Mao immediately launched a 
struggle to defeat these trends which at that time 
controlled the party. His fi rst step in this struggle 
was his speech of April 1956, On the Ten Major 
Relationships. In this speech, Mao for the fi rst time 
made a clear-cut critique of the Soviet pattern of 
socialist economic construction. While referring 
to the relationship between heavy industry on the 
one hand and light industry and agriculture on the 
other, Mao stressed that “We have done better than 
the Soviet Union and a number of East European 
countries. …Th eir lop-sided stress on heavy indus-
try to the neglect of agriculture and light industry 
results in a shortage of goods on the market and an 
unstable currency.” Similarly he criticised the Soviet 
policy of “squeezing the peasants too hard”. He also 
attacked the dogmatists within the CPC who “copy 
everything indiscriminately and transplant me-
chanically” while learning from the experience of 
the Soviet Union and other socialist countries. He 
also criticised those who were following the exam-
ple of Kruschev in indiscriminately criticising Sta-
lin. He upheld Stalin as a great Marxist with 70% 
achievements. Th us through this extensive critique 
of the Soviet revisionists and the mistakes in Soviet 
socialist construction, Mao led the struggle against 
the then dominant revisionist line of productive 
forces within the CPC.

However the biggest contribution of Mao’s speech 
was its major advancement of the understanding 
of the process of socialist construction and social-
ist planning. By presenting the problems of social-
ist construction as ten major relationships, Mao 

brought dialectics and contradictions to the cen-
tre of the process of building socialist society. He 
showed how socialist construction involved not 
merely the mechanical implementation of targets 
of production and distribution, but a dialectical 
understanding of the main contradictions in the 
process, and the mobilising of all the positive forces 
to achieve socialism. Th us he said, “It is to focus 
on one basic policy that these ten problems are be-
ing raised, the basic policy of mobilising all posi-
tive factors, internal and external, to serve the cause 
of socialism… Th ese ten relationships are all con-
tradictions. Th e world consists of contradictions. 
Without contradictions the world would cease to 
exist. Our task is to handle these contradictions 
correctly.”

Mao followed it up the next year with his work On 
the Correct Handling of Contradictions Among 
the People. In it he continued the development 
of the dialectical understanding of the process of 
socialist construction. Primarily he also placed the 
class struggle at the very core of the process. He as-
serted that the “class struggle is by no means over…
the question of which will win out, socialism or 
capitalism, is not really settled yet.” With this he 
began the struggle against the revisionist sections 
in the Party who were saying that class struggle no 
longer existed under socialism. Th is marked the 
beginning of a country-wide Rectifi cation Move-
ment, the Anti-Rightist Movement. During this 
period many high-level cadre had to present their 
self-criticism before the masses, millions of students 
involved themselves in manual labour to integrate 
with the workers and peasants, all party cadres in 
the factories and agricultural co-operatives had to 
participate in manual labour, workers began to par-
ticipate in decision making in their factories, a so-
cialist education campaign started among the peas-
antry. Th rough this process the Party was brought 
closer to the people and rightist trends that were 
growing, both within the Party and outside were 
checked.

Great Leap Forward and the Birth of People’s Com-
munes: With the progress of the rectifi cation move-
ment, the rightists in the party were thrown on 
the defensive. Th is led, in 1958, to a rectifi cation 
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of the erroneous productive forces theory which 
had dominated the Eighth Party Congress in1956. 
Th e prime mover of this theory, Liu Shiao-chi, was 
forced to admit before the Second Session of the 
Eighth Party Congress in May 1958, that, through-
out the period before completion of the building 
of a socialist society, the principal contradiction 
was between the proletariat and the bourgeoisie, 
between the socialist road and the capitalist road. 
His report also mentioned the Great Leap Forward, 
which had then begun. Th ere had been major ad-
vances on every front in socialist construction. In-
dustry, agriculture and all other fi elds of activity 
had registered greater and more rapid growth.

Aside from rapid growth however, the Great Leap 
Forward was a major change in the priorities of the 
earlier plans and general line. Th e general line of 
the Great Leap Forward had been formulated at a 
Central Committee meeting held at the end of No-
vember 1957. It changed the emphasis on heavy in-
dustry and aimed at the simultaneous development 
of agriculture, heavy and light industry. It aimed at 
reducing the gap between town and countryside, 
between worker and peasant, and between worker 
and peasant on the one hand and the intellectual 
and manager on the other hand. It aimed at not 
merely an economic revolution but a technological, 
political, social and cultural revolution to transform 
the city and countryside.

In 1958 started the building of the people’s com-
munes. Th e process fi rst started spontaneously 
when neighbouring peasant associations in a 
drought aff ected area made a plan to merge togeth-
er their labour and other resources to implement an 
irrigation project. Th eir merger was given the name 
commune by Mao. Mao encouraged such formation 
and this immediately led to a rapid spread of com-
munes throughout the country. Th ey were formed 
by the merger of neighbouring co-operatives in or-
der to undertake large-scale projects such as fl ood 
control, water conservancy, aff orestation, fi sheries, 
and transport. In addition, many communes set 
up their own factories for making tractors, chemi-
cal fertilisers, and other means of production. Th e 
movement to set up people’s communes grew very 
rapidly. Th e CC of the CPC announced in its fa-

mous Wuhan Resolution of December, 1958 that 
“Within a few months starting in the summer of 
1958, all of the more than 740,000 agricultural 
producers’ co-operatives in the country, in response 
to the enthusiastic demand of the mass of peasants, 
reorganised themselves into over 26,000 people’s 
communes. Over 120 million households, or more 
than 99 percent of all China’s peasant households 
of various nationalities, have joined the people’s 
communes.” Summing up the political essence, the 
CC went on to say: -

“Th e people’s commune is the basic unit of the so-
cialist social structure of our country, combining 
industry, agriculture, trade, education, and military 
aff airs; at the same time it is the basic organisation 
of the socialist state power. Marxist-Leninist theory 
and the initial experience of the people’s communes 
in our country enable us to foresee now that the 
people’s communes will quicken the tempo of our 
socialist construction and constitute the best form 
for realising, in our country, the following two tran-
sitions.

“Firstly, the transition from collective ownership to 
ownership by the whole people in the countryside; 
and,

“Secondly, the transition from socialist to commu-
nist society. It can also be foreseen that in the future 
communist society, the people’s commune will re-
main the basic unit of our social structure.”

Th us the commune movement represented a tre-
mendous advance which basically completed the 
process of collectivisation of agriculture. However 
the expectation of the commune taking ahead the 
process of the transition to full public ownership 
and communism could not be fulfi lled to that ex-
tent. Also attempts at setting up urban communes 
could not be consolidated.

In the earliest period of the commune movement 
during the Great Leap, there were certain ‘left’ er-
rors. Mao in his speech in February 1959 called it 
a ‘communist wind’. Th ese ‘left’ errors, which Mao 
identifi ed, were mainly of three types. Th e fi rst was 
the levelling of the poor and the rich brigades with-
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in the commune by making the whole commune 
into one accounting unit. Th is meant that shares of 
the peasant members of richer brigades (the former 
advanced co-operative) would be smaller than the 
share they would receive soon after the commune 
was formed. Th ey would thus resent the formation 
of the commune and their participation would not 
be voluntary. Th e second error was that capital ac-
cumulation by the commune was too great and the 
commune’s demand for labour without compensa-
tion was too great. When larger amounts are kept 
aside for capital accumulation the share that the 
peasant gets is lower. Similarly more labour without 
compensation can only come where the conscious-
ness has been raised to that extent. Th e third error 
was the ‘communisation’ of all kinds ‘property’. In 
some areas attempts were made to even bring minor 
property of the peasant like hens and pigs under the 
commune. Th is too was opposed. 

Th ese errors were soon corrected. Th e production 
brigade (former advanced co-operative), was kept 
as the basic accounting unit, and in 1962, this was 
brought to an even lower level, that of the produc-
tion team. However, though the perspective re-
mained always of raising the level of ownership and 
accounting to higher levels, as a process of greater 
socialisation and transition towards communism, 
this did not achieve success. Th e basic accounting 
and ownership unit continued till 1976, to remain 
at the lowest level—the production team.

Struggle against the Capitalist Roaders: Th ough 
the ‘left’ errors were soon corrected, the hold of the 
capitalist roaders, led by Liu Shiao-chi, remained 
strong within the party’s higher levels. Th e two-line 
struggle was represented in direct and indirect ways. 
In July 1959, Peng Th e-huai, then Defence Minis-
ter, launched a direct attack on the Great Leap For-
ward, criticising what he called its “petty-bourgeois 
fanaticism” and desire “to enter into communism at 
one step” Mao repulsed these attacks and defended 
the politics of the Great Leap.  However, though 
Peng was defeated, the other capitalist roaders con-
tinued their attacks through indirect means.

One method was through veiled defence of Peng 
and attacks on Mao in the media. Th is was through 

articles and also through plays and cultural perfor-
mances intending to show how Peng was an upright 
comrade who had been victimised. Th e other meth-
od was to stall or divert the implementation of key 
policies decided at the highest levels. A principal 
example was sabotage of the programme of social-
ist education and the decision to launch a Cultural 
Revolution, taken by the Tenth Plenum of the CC 
in 1962. Th ough this was formally agreed to by the 
capitalist roaders, they ensured through their con-
trol within the party structure, to ensure that there 
was no mass mobilisation. Th ey tried to turn the 
Cultural Revolution in the direction of academic 
and ideological debate rather than class struggle. 

Mao, throughout this period (1959-65), fought 
the battle at various levels. He realised on the basis 
of the Russian experience, the very real danger of 
the restoration of capitalism. He, therefore, on the 
basis of a major study of the politics and econom-
ics of Kruschevite revisionism, drew the theoretical 
lessons of this experience for the education of the 
Chinese and the international proletariat. Th rough 
the struggle of the Great Debate against Kruschev’s 
modern revisionism Mao tried to rally around the 
revolutionaries around the world and in China. 
Th rough his works like Critique of Soviet Econom-
ics and the CPC’s analysis of Kruschev’s Phoney 
Communism and its Historical Lessons for the 
World, he tried to inculcate in the party cadre the 
theoretical foundations for a fi ght against revision-
ism and restoration.

However he mainly tried to draw the masses into 
the struggle to defend and develop socialism and 
prevent restoration of capitalism. Besides his earlier 
mentioned programme for socialist education, he 
also gave slogans for socialist emulation of the Ta-
chai and Tach’ing experiences as model experiences 
in building socialism. But when all attempts to mo-
bilise the masses were diverted by the party bureau-
cracy, Mao succeeded after tremendous eff orts in 
unleashing the energies of the masses through the 
Great Proletarian Cultural Revolution.  It was the 
culmination in practice of Mao’s development of 
the Marxist principles of socialist construction.  
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Chapter 30

The Great Debate – Mao’s Fight Against 
Kruschev’s Modern Revisionism

In 1953, after the death of Stalin, a revisionist clique 
led by Kruschev, performed a coup, and took over 
the controls of the CPSU, then the leading party 
of the international proletariat. Th ey threw out or 
killed the revolutionaries in the party, started the 
process of restoration of capitalism in the fi rst land 
of socialism and proceeded to develop ties with the 
imperialist camp, particularly U.S. imperialism. By 
1956, after securing fi rm control over the CPSU, 
they, at the 20th Congress of the CPSU, started 
spreading their revisionist poison among other 
communist parties. Th ey simultaneously attacked 
the so-called Stalin personality cult and introduced 
their revisionist theory of the three peacefuls—
peaceful transition, peaceful coexistence and peace-
ful competition.

Peaceful transition meant peaceful transition to 
socialism by the parliamentary road. Kruschev 
proposed that in the present era it was possible to 
achieve socialism by peacefully winning a majority 
in parliament and then bringing about reforms to 
bring in socialism. He thus denied the need for rev-
olution. Th is theory was thus a repetition of the re-
visionism of Bernstein and other social-democrats.

Peaceful co existence between states having diff er-
ent social systems was proposed by Kruschev as the 
general line of the foreign policy of the socialist 
state. He thus distorted Lenin’s policy of peaceful 
co existence with capitalist states, which was just 
one aspect of the socialist state’s foreign policy of 
proletarian internationalism. Kruschev subordi-
nated all other things to his desire to maintain a 
peaceful existence with imperialism. He made rela-
tions with and aid to other socialist countries and 
the policy of help to the struggles of oppressed na-
tions dependent upon the requirements of peaceful 
co existence with the imperialist powers. Th is was 
thus nothing but a policy of collaboration with im-
perialism.

Peaceful competition was the theory that the con-

tradiction between imperialism and socialism 
would be resolved through economic competition 
between the capitalist and socialist systems. Th is 
theory thus refused to recognise the reactionary and 
war mongering character of imperialism. It created 
the illusion that the contradiction between the so-
cialist and imperialist camp was a non-antagonistic 
contradiction, which would be resolved through 
peaceful forms of struggle.

Kruschev’s theory of the three peacefuls was thus 
a full-fl edged revisionist theory, which he wanted 
to impose on the international communist move-
ment. It was directed towards building up close re-
lationship with imperialism. In order to implement 
his schemes and gain the acceptance of the imperi-
alist powers, Kruschev simultaneously launched a 
vicious attack on Stalin in the name of personality 
cult. In order to demolish the revolutionary prin-
ciples that Stalin had stood and fought for it was 
fi rst necessary to destroy the image of Stalin among 
the revolutionaries and the masses throughout the 
world. Th is was done through a campaign of lies 
and degenerate propaganda.

Many of the leaderships of the communist parties 
of the world backed the revisionist Kruschevite line. 
Many prominent leaders and parties had already 
started taking the revisionist line in their own coun-
tries. Browder in the USA had already put forward 
theories of collaboration between socialism and 
capitalism and moved out of the international com-
munist movement; Th orez, the former Th ird Inter-
national leader from France, who developed close 
relations with the bourgeoisie following the period 
in the anti-fascist front, had in the post-war years 
taken national chauvinist positions towards the 
peoples of the French colonies and become a ser-
vant of the French imperialist bourgeoisie; Togliatti 
of Italy, another major Th ird International leader, 
had wanted to ‘reform’ and ‘restructure’ capitalism 
into socialism through ‘structural reforms’ through 
the bourgeois  parliament ; the Communist Party 
of India leadership had already changed their tacti-
cal line to recognise the peaceful path. Th us these 
revisionist forces, who had not been suffi  ciently 
criticised and defeated in the earlier period, quite 
happily collaborated with Kruschev.
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Where however such parties tried in any serious 
manner to implement ‘peaceful transition’ through 
the electoral system and where such eff orts suffi  -
ciently threatened the social order, they were elimi-
nated through military coups and savage repres-
sion, as in Brazil (1964), Indonesia (1965), and 
Chile (1973).

Among the newly formed People’s Democracies, 
the League of Communists of Yugoslavia, led by 
Tito, had already, from 1948, started on the revi-
sionist road and broken off  from the socialist camp. 
Kruschev however soon started making friends 
with him. Most of the remaining leaderships also 
aligned with Kruschev. Within the socialist camp 
it was only the CPC and the Albanian Party of La-
bour who identifi ed and recognised Kruschevite 
revisionism and made a valiant and determined de-
fence of Marxism-Leninism.

Th e CPC, under Mao’s guidance was in the van-
guard of this struggle. Within two months of the 
20th CPSU Congress the CPC published an article 
On the Historical Experience of the Dictatorship of 
the Proletariat, which upheld Stalin as an outstand-
ing Marxist-Leninist. Th is was followed by another 
article in December 1956, More on the Historical 
Experience of the Dictatorship of the Proletariat, 
which insisted that the socialist camp should clearly 
demarcate who are its friends and enemies. Th is was 
combined with a seven year long attempt to strug-
gle with and defeat the Kruschevite revisionist line 
within party forums, particularly at the meetings 
of 60 fraternal parties in 1957 and of 81 fraternal 
parties in 1960, and at meetings with the CPSU 
leadership.

As the struggle sharpened the Soviet Revisionists in 
June 1959 withdrew technical assistance in the fi eld 
of defence, and in July 1960 withdrew suddenly all 
the Soviet technical experts that were working in 
China. Th e same was done with Albania. In April 
1960 the CPC published Long Live Leninism and 
two other articles upholding the basic principles of 
Leninism on imperialism, war and peace, proletar-
ian revolution and the dictatorship of the proletar-
iat. Th ese articles opposed the revisionist positions 

of the CPSU without mentioning it by name.

Th e revisionists however continued with their at-
tempts to further systemise their revisionist posi-
tions. Th us in the 22nd Congress of the CPSU held 
in 1961, the Programme adopted there revised the 
essence of Marxism-Leninism, namely, the teach-
ings on proletarian revolution, on the dictatorship 
of the proletariat and on the party of the proletariat. 
It declared that the dictatorship of the proletariat 
was no longer needed in the Soviet Union and that 
the nature of the CPSU as the vanguard of the pro-
letariat had changed. Th e Congress advanced ab-
surd theories of a “state of the whole people” and a 
“party of the entire people”. At the Congress Krus-
chev launched an open and public attack on the 
Albanian Party and even gave a call to overthrow its 
leader, Enver Hoxha. Th is was opposed by the CPC 
delegation led by Chou En-lai.

Kruschev also started encouraging other Commu-
nist Parties to launch public attacks on the CPC. 
Numerous articles in the Soviet also attacked the 
Chinese leadership. Th e CPC fi nally started reply-
ing to some of the attacks of Togliatti of the Italian 
Party, Th orez of the French Party, Gus Hall of the 
CPUSA and others in series of seven articles which 
came out at the end of 1962 and the beginning of 
1963.

A summary of the main views of the CPC were 
put down in the famous June 14th Letter of 1963, 
which was titled as A Proposal Concerning the 
General Line of the International Communist 
Movement. Th is was replied to by an Open Letter 
to the CPC by the CPSU. Since the whole issue 
was now in the open, the CPC decided to conduct 
the debate through the open press. It brought out 
nine commentaries on the CPSU’s Open Letter and 
clarifi ed all issues before the masses.

Th is struggle, which came out in the open in 1963 
and continued through 1964, came to be known 
as the Great Debate. Th e Great Debate was of im-
mense historic signifi cance. It was a principled and 
comprehensive struggle against modern revision-
ism. It provided the rallying point for all proletarian 
revolutionary forces throughout the world. It was 
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also a scientifi c development of Marxism-Leninism, 
which gave the international communist move-
ment its revolutionary general line for that period. 
Mao was the driving force behind the struggle. It 
was through the Great Debate that Mao advanced 
the science of Marxism-Leninism by providing the 
answers to the most signifi cant questions before the 
international proletariat—the fundamental contra-
dictions in the world, who are friends and enemies, 
the aims of the movement, and the path for achiev-
ing the victory of World Socialist Revolution. Th ese 
formulations were mainly contained in the June 
14th Letter. Th e nine commentaries outlined and 
elaborated the revolutionary position on various 
crucial issues facing the international communist 
movement after the World War II—neo-colonial-
ism, war and peace, peaceful existence, Yugoslavia, 
Kruschev’s revisionism and the historical lessons to 
be drawn therefrom. It was through the Great De-
bate that Mao Tse-tung Th ought gained further ac-
ceptance as the guiding ideology of the revolution-
ary sections of the international proletariat.
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Chapter 31

The Great Proletarian Cultural Revolution

Th e Great Proletarian Cultural Revolution (GPCR) 
was the answer of Marxism to the obstacles and 
sabotage of the process of socialist construction cre-
ated by the Kruschevites and the capitalist roaders. 
Particularly after the rise of revisionism in the So-
viet Union, Mao had realised that one of the big-
gest dangers of the restoration of capitalism came 
from within the Party itself. Th roughout the Great 
Debate, Mao, while fi ghting revisionism, tried to 
fi nd the answer to the question of how to prevent 
the restoration of capitalism. He was at the same 
time deeply involved in the fi ght with the Chinese 
Kruschevites, like Liu Shiao- chi and Deng Tsiao-
ping. Th us while concluding the Great Debate in 
the CPC’s last document, which was called On 
Kruschev’s Phoney Communism and its Historical 
lessons for the World, Mao stressed certain points 
on the question of prevention of the restoration of 
capitalism. 

  Mao fi rstly stressed the recognition of the need to 
continue the class struggle throughout the period of 
socialist society, right to the end. He explained that 
change in the ownership of the means of produc-
tion, i.e. socialist revolution on the economic front 
is insuffi  cient by itself. He insisted that we must 
have a thorough socialist revolution on the political 
and ideological fronts in order to consolidate the 
revolution. And this revolution must be continued 
under the dictatorship of the proletariat.

Another point that Mao repeatedly stressed was that 
in order to carry out this revolution it was necessary 
to stick to the mass line, and to boldly arouse the 
masses and to unfold mass movements on a large 
scale. For this the Party would have to rely on, win 
over and unite with the masses of the people, who 
constitute 95 per cent of the population, in a com-
mon struggle against the enemies of socialism. Mao 
also stressed the need “to conduct extensive socialist 

education movements repeatedly in the cities and 
the countryside.” In these continuous movements 
for educating the people Mao again stressed the 
need to organise the revolutionary class forces, and 
“to wage a sharp, tit-for-tat struggle against the an-
ti-socialist, capitalist and feudal forces”. Th us Mao 
clearly saw that the extensive participation of the 
masses was an essential precondition to prevent the 
restoration of capitalism. Th is came from Mao’s ex-
perience of how it was the revisionists from within 
the leadership of the Party itself who were the main 
elements bringing about the restoration of capital-
ism.

However within the CPC itself there was strong 
resistance from the highest levels, led by Liu Shiao-
chi, to the implementation of these theories and the 
concrete programme being proposed by Mao. Th us 
though the ‘socialist cultural revolution’ was offi  -
cially accepted at the Tenth Plenary Session of the 
Eighth Central Committee in 1962, the implemen-
tation was half-hearted and in a direction counter 
to the line given by Mao. In fact the Party bureau-
cracy, under Liu’s control, started criticising Mao 
for the actions he was trying to take and opposing 
the action taken on capitalist roaders like Peng Te-
huai. Th is criticism they conducted through articles 
in the press and plays and other cultural forums 
which were in their full control. Th eir control was 
such that Mao could not even get an article defend-
ing himself printed in the press in Peking. Such 
an article defending Mao and his policies was fi -
nally published in November 1965 in the Shanghai 
press, which was a much more radical centre than 
Peking. Th is was what Mao later called ‘the signal’ 
for the GPCR which started a fl ow of criticism of 
the party bureaucracy an support of Mao’s Line in 
the media and the fi eld of culture. Th ere also arose 
demands for self-criticism by the main culprits. 
Th e Party bureaucracy however did all they could 
to prevent this movement from taking on a mass 
character. Th e Cultural Revolution Group, which 
was supposed to initiate and direct it actually tried 
to control the dissent and channelise it along aca-
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demic lines.

Finally the CC under the direction of Mao, issued 
a circular of 16th May, 1966, dissolved the ‘Group 
of Five’, under whose charge the Cultural Revolu-
tion was being sabotaged, and set up a new ‘Cul-
tural Revolution Group’ directly under the Polit-
buro Standing Committee. Th is May 16th Circular 
gave the call to criticise and break the resistance of 
the capitalist roaders, particularly those within the 
party. Th is action led to the actual initiation of the 
Great Proletarian Cultural Revolution, and made it 
a mass phenomenon involving millions of people.

On May 25th the fi rst big character poster was put 
up at the Peking University criticising its vice-chan-
cellor and the education system. Th is was only the 
fi rst of thousands of such massive posters put up 
by the students and masses throughout the country 
where they expressed their opinion and criticised 
what they felt was wrong in society. Demonstra-
tions and mass criticisms were held criticising pro-
fessors, party bureaucrats and others for their wrong 
policies. Soon there was a demand from a section of 
students for the abolition of entrance examinations. 
Th e Central Committee in June passed an order 
suspending new admissions to colleges and univer-
sities for six months so that the students and youth 
could more fully participate in the GPCR. How-
ever the six month period proved too short and the 
universities only opened again after four years.

Mao too started personally participating in the 
GPCR. On July 17th he participated along with 
ten thousand other swimmers in a mile long swim 
which across the river Yangtze. Th is was his sym-
bolic act signifying that he was participating in the 
fl owing stream of the GPCR. Again on August 5th, 
during the Eleventh Plenum meeting of the CPC, 
Mao gave a much more straightforward signal. He 
put up his own big character poster. His main slo-
gan was “Bombard the Headquarters!” Th is was a 
clear cut call to attack the capitalist headquarters 
of the capitalist roaders in the Party headed by Liu 
Shiao-chi. Mao’s call gave a further push to actions 
and militancy of the movement.

On August 18th Mao was present at the fi rst rally 

of Red Guards in Peking – it was a million strong. 
Th e Red Guards were the members of the thou-
sands of mass organisations that had sprung up 
throughout the country for participation in the 
GPCR. Th e fi rst mass organisations were composed 
mainly of students and youth, but as the movement 
grew such organisations grew among the workers, 
peasants and offi  ce employees. Th e August 18th 
rally was the fi rst of numerous such rallies. At some 
times there were over two million Red Guards from 
all over the country assembled in the capital.

 Th e Eleventh Plenum defi ned the GPCR as “a new 
stage in the development of the socialist revolution 
in our country, a deeper and more extensive stage.”  
Mao, in his closing speech at the Plenum said, “Th e 
great proletarian Cultural Revolution is in essence a 
great political revolution under socialist conditions 
by the proletariat against the bourgeoisie and all 
other exploiting classes. It is the continuation of the 
long struggle against the Kuomintang reactionar-
ies waged by the CPC and the broad revolutionary 
masses under its leadership. It is continuation of the 
struggle between the proletariat and bourgeoisie.”

Th e Eleventh Plenum adopted what came to be 
known as the Sixteen Articles of the Cultural Revo-
lution. Th ey repeated what had been said by the 
May 16th Circular that the present revolution is 
to touch people’s souls, to change man. Old ideas, 
culture, customs, habits of the exploiting classes 
still mould public opinion, off ering fertile ground 
for the restoration of the past. Th e mental outlook 
must be transformed and new values created.

It identifi ed the main target as “those within the 
party who are in authority and are taking the capi-
talist road.” It identifi ed the main forces of the 
revolution as “the masses of the workers, peasants, 
soldiers, revolutionary intellectuals and revolution-
ary cadres”.

Th e objective of the revolution was “to struggle 
against and crush those persons in authority who 
are taking the capitalist road, to criticise and repudi-
ate the reactionary bourgeois academic ‘authorities’ 
and the ideology of the bourgeoisie and all other ex-
ploiting classes and to transform education, art and 
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literature and all other parts of the superstructure 
that do not correspond to the socialist economic 
base, so as to facilitate the consolidation and devel-
opment of the socialist system.”  Th e form of the 
revolution was to arouse the masses in their hun-
dreds of millions to air their views freely, write big-
character posters, and hold great debates so that the 
capitalist roaders in power would be exposed and 
their plans to restore capitalism could by smashed.

Th e essential aspect of the Cultural Revolution was 
the advancement and practical implementation of 
Mao’s mass line. It was aimed, not merely at elimi-
nating the elements hostile to socialism, but to 
enable the working class to ‘exercise leadership in 
everything’, to ‘place politics in command of ad-
ministration’, and to ensure that everyone serving 
as an offi  cial should ‘remain one of the common 
people’. In order to achieve these aims it was neces-
sary to launch an all-out off ensive against bourgeois 
ideology in such a way that the masses would be 
actively involved.

Th us, the Eleventh Plenum resolution instructed

“In the great proletarian Cultural Revolution, the 
only method is for the masses to liberate them-
selves, and any method of doing things on their 
behalf must not be used.

“Trust the masses, rely on them and respect their 
initiative. Cast out fear. Don’t be afraid of disor-
der. … Let the masses educate themselves in this 
great revolutionary and learn to distinguish right 
and wrong and between correct and incorrect ways 
of doing things.”

As the masses entered in full strength in the revolu-
tion they even created a new organisational form—
the revolutionary committee. It was based on the 
‘three-in-one’ combination: that is, its members, 
who were elected, subject to recall, and directly 
responsible to the people, were drawn from the 
Party, the People’s Liberation Army, and the mass 
organisations (the Red Guards whose membership 
reached thirty million in number). Th ey sprung 
up at all levels, from the factory or commune to 
the organs of provincial and regional government, 

and their function was to provide the link through 
which the masses could participate directly in the 
running of the country.

Th is three-in-one organ of power enabled proletar-
ian political power to strikes deep roots among the 
masses. Direct participation by the revolutionary 
masses in the running of the country and the en-
forcement of revolutionary supervision from below 
over the organs of political power at various levels 
played a very important role in ensuring that lead-
ing groups at all levels adhered to the mass line. 
Th us this strengthening of the dictatorship of the 
proletariat, was also the most extensive and deepest 
exercise in proletarian democracy yet achieved in 
the world.

Under the initial sweep of the Cultural Revolution 
in 1966-67, the bourgeois headquarters within the 
Party was eff ectively smashed, and most of the lead-
ing capitalist roaders like Liu Shiao-chi and Deng 
Hsiao-ping and their supporters were stripped off  
their party posts and forced to do self-criticism be-
fore the masses. It was a great victory, which not 
only inspired the Chinese masses, but also created a 
wave of revolutionary enthusiasm among commu-
nist revolutionaries throughout the world.

During the Great Debate many revolutionary 
forces had gathered around the revolutionary line 
of the CPC led by Mao, but it was mainly during 
the Cultural Revolution that these forces through-
out the world came to accept that it was Mao Tse-
tung Th ought that could provide the answers to the 
problems of World Socialist Revolution. Th e Great 
Proletarian Cultural Revolution had shown that 
Marxism had an answer to the enemy of capitalist 
restoration.  Th is advance in Marxism, led to the 
consolidation of numerous revolutionary groups 
and parties throughout the world on the basis of 
Marxism-Leninism-Mao Tse-tung Th ought, and 
the launching of revolutionary struggles under their 
leadership.

However Mao warned, “Th e present Great Prole-
tarian Cultural Revolution is only the fi rst; there 
will inevitably be many more in the future. Th e is-
sue of who will win in the revolution can only be 
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settled over a long historical period. If things are 
not properly handled, it is possible for a capitalist 
restoration to take place at any time in the future.”

Further he reminded the Ninth Party Congress in 
1969, “We have won a great victory. But the de-
feated class will continue to struggle. Its members 
are still about and it still exists, therefore we cannot 
speak of the fi nal victory, not for decades. We must 
not lose our vigilance. From the Leninist point of 
view, the fi nal victory in one socialist country not 
only requires the eff orts of the proletariat and the 
broad masses at home, but also depends on the vic-
tory of the world revolution and the abolition of the 
system of exploitation of man by man on this earth 
so that all mankind will be emancipated. Conse-
quently, it is wrong to talk about the fi nal victory 
of the revolution in our country light-heartedly; it 
runs counter to Leninism and does not confi rm to 
facts.”

Mao’s words proved true within a short time. First 
in 1971 Lin Piao, then vice-chairman, who in the 
Ninth Congress of the CPC had been appointed 
as a successor to Mao, conspired to seize power 
through assassinating Mao and staging a military 
coup. Th is was foiled through the alertness of the 
revolutionaries in the party.

After this however, arch revisionists like Deng were 
rehabilitated back to high positions within the par-
ty and state apparatus. During the last period of 
the Cultural Revolution, there was again a struggle 
against these capitalist roaders and Deng was again 
criticised and removed from all posts a few months 
before Mao’s death on 9th September 1976. He 
however had many of his agents in positions of 
power. It was these renegades who engineered the 
coup to take over the party and lead it on the path 
of capitalist restoration very soon after the death 
of Mao. It was they who sabotaged the Cultural 
Revolution and then formally announced its end 
in 1976.

Th is coup and capitalist restoration however cannot 
repudiate the validity of the truth of the Cultural 
Revolution. Rather it, in a way, confi rms Mao’s 
teachings on the nature of socialist society and the 

need to continue the revolution under the dictator-
ship of the proletariat. Th e Cultural Revolution is 
a scientifi c tool developed in the struggle against 
capitalist restoration and in the theoretical strug-
gle to develop Marxism-Leninism-Mao Tse-tung 
Th ought. Its scientifi c validity has been established 
in the test of practice of the Chinese Revolution. Its 
eff ectiveness as a weapon to mobilise the vast mass-
es in the struggle against the danger of capitalist res-
toration in a socialist country has also been proved. 
However, as Mao himself pointed out, no weapon 
can provide a guarantee of fi nal victory. Th us, the 
fact that the capitalist roaders have achieved a tem-
porary victory does not in any way diminish the 
objective truth of the necessity and eff ectiveness of 
this weapon in the fi ght for socialist construction 
and the defence of socialism.

Th e Great Proletarian Cultural Revolution is one of 
the foremost contributions of Marxism-Leninism-
Mao Tse-tung Th ought to the arsenal of the inter-
national proletariat. It represents the implementa-
tion in practice of Mao’s greatest contribution to 
Marxism—the theory of continuing revolution un-
der the dictatorship of the proletariat to consolidate 
socialism, combat modern revisionism and prevent 
the restoration of capitalism. Its signifi cance for the 
international proletariat is immeasurable in today’s 
world where all the socialist bases have been lost 
due to the manipulative schemes of the bourgeoi-
sie within the communist party itself. Th erefore 
the time has come to revise Lenin’s defi nition of a 
Marxist.

Lenin while defi ning a Marxist had said that it was 
not enough to accept the class struggle to be called 
a Marxist. He said it that only those who recognise 
both the class struggle and the dictatorship of the 
proletariat can be called Marxists. Today it not suf-
fi cient to only recognise the class struggle and the 
dictatorship of the proletariat to be a Marxist. A 
Marxist has to accept the basic understanding of 
the GPCR. Th us, only he is a Marxist who extends 
the recognition of the class struggle and the dicta-
torship of the proletariat to the recognition of the 
continuous revolution in the super structure with 
the aim of the completion of the world revolution 
and building communist society as early as possible.
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Chapter 32

After The Death of Mao

Th e late 60s – the period of the GPCR and the 
establishment of Mao Tse-tung Th ought as a new 
stage of Marxism-Leninism – was a period of revo-
lutionary ferment in many parts of the world. Th e 
revolutionary war in Indo-China (the area covering 
Vietnam, Kampuchea and Laos) was dealing severe 
blows to the tremendous military might of the US 
imperialists. Simultaneously revolutionaries break-
ing away from the hold of the modern revisionists 
launched armed struggles under the guidance of 
Mao Tse-tung Th ought in many parts of the Th ird 
World during this period –the ongoing armed 
struggles in the Philippines and India are a continu-
ation since then. National liberation struggles wag-
ing guerrilla war were also raging in various parts, 
as well as armed struggles under Guevarist ideology 
(ideology following the views and practice of Che 
Guevara, who played a leading role in the revolu-
tionary struggles in Cuba and Bolivia) in parts of 
Latin America.

Th e Indo-China war, the sharpening struggles in 
the Th ird World, and the GPCR were among the 
major factors for the vast out break of students 
and anti-war movements throughout the capitalist 
world at the end of the sixties. Th e Paris student re-
volt of May 1968 was the most signifi cant but only 
one of a wave of student revolt ranging from the 
USA to Italy and even to Poland, Czechoslovakia 
and Yugoslavia. It also had its impact on student 
movements in various parts of the Th ird World. At 
the same time the anti-Vietnam war protests started 
picking up in the USA and other parts of the world 
with massive peace movements against war and the 
nuclear arms race in major cities of Europe. Th e US 
imperialists were eff ectively isolated as not even one 
of their allies agreed to send troops to fi ght in Viet-
nam. Following the students movement there was 
also a major growth of struggles of the industrial 
working class in the West European countries par-
ticularly Italy and France, though largely on eco-
nomic demands. Huge waves of strikes with major 
wage demands often paralysed entire economies of 
the imperialist countries.

Th e mid-70s saw the fi nal overthrow of many long 
standing colonial regimes after long guerrilla wars. 
Th us the US and their puppets were thrown out 
of Vietnam, Kampuchea and Laos in1975. In Af-
rica the republics of Mozambique, Angola, Ethio-
pia, Congo, and Benin were formed in this period. 
However most of these countries were taken over 
by puppets or satellites of the new imperialism – 
Soviet social imperialism. A prominent exception 
was Kampuchea, where genuine communist revo-
lutionaries – the Khmer Rouge – remained inde-
pendent until invaded in 1978 by Vietnam on the 
behest of the Soviet imperialists.

In the following period too there has continued to be 
an excellent revolutionary situation with the sharp-
ening of all the fundamental contradictions and the 
further weakening of imperialism. In particular the 
colonies and semi-colonies have continued to be 
the storm centres of world revolution. At the begin-
ning of this period guerrilla struggles continued in 
Zimbabwe, Nicaragua, Eritrea and other countries. 
Th e People’s War started in Peru in 1980 under 
communist revolutionary leadership. Th e Shah of 
Iran was overthrown and an anti-American Islamic 
Republic came into existence. National liberation 
war broke out in Afghanistan after the installation 
of a Soviet puppet regime in 1978 and occupation 
by the Soviet social imperialist army in 1979. Th e 
heroic struggle of the Afghan people dealt a serious 
deathblow to the Soviet regime and proved to be a 
major factor in the fi nal collapse of the USSR.

Th e epochal signifi cance of the struggles of the 
peoples of the colonies and semi-colonies has been 
that it has forever changed the nature of the rela-
tions between imperialism and the oppressed na-
tions. Both the Vietnam and Afghan wars proved 
that even a superpower could not occupy even a 
small and weak country. Th is truth was brought 
out even more starkly in the 90s in the numerous 
spots where UN peacekeeping forces tried to inter-
vene. Somaliland, which had been controlled for 
numerous years without major diffi  culty by British 
and Italian colonialists, had in the 90s become the 
Somalia where thousands of American and other 
troops were forced to retreat in disgrace, when at-
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tacked by the people. Even the large scale and con-
tinuous bombing of Iraq and Yugoslavia without 
the commitment of ground troops is the recog-
nition by imperialism that no country, nation or 
people would in this period be prepared to accept 
an occupation army.

Ever since the collapse of the bureaucratic regimes 
in East Europe and the various republics of the 
former Soviet Union, there has been a continuous 
revolutionary crisis there too. Even in the Western 
imperialist countries the worsening of the crisis 
has led to the intensifi cation of the contradiction 
between labour and capital and repeated waves of 
strike struggles by the industrial working class. Th e 
revolutionary forces however have not been organ-
isationally strong enough to utilise the excellent 
world-wide revolutionary situation to advance the 
World Socialist Revolution

After the death of Mao in1976, the capitalist road-
ers who had remained in the party staged a coup 
under the leadership of the arch revisionist Deng 
Tsiao-ping and took over the control of the party 
under the nominal leadership of Hua Kuo-feng, a 
so-called centrist. As Mao had often taught, with 
political control going over to the hands of the revi-
sionists the socialist base had gone out of the hands 
of the proletariat. At the same time the leadership 
of the Albanian Party of Labour switched over to an 
opportunist line attacking Mao Tse-tung Th ought 
and projecting Mao as a petty bourgeois revolution-
ary. Th ough the Khmer Rouge continued to hold 
power in Kampuchea they were waging a constant 
struggle against the internal and external enemies 
of the Revolution and were yet to emerge from the 
economic ravages of war and consolidate their rule 
when they were defeated by the Soviet backed Viet-
namese Army. Th us there was no country anywhere 
in the world where the proletariat had consolidated 
its hold on state power and could play the role of a 
socialist base for the international proletariat.

In the years immediately after the death of Mao, 
there was a considerable amount of ideological con-
fusion in the international communist movement, 
with the Deng revisionists, through Hua Kuo-feng, 
attempting to project themselves as upholders of 

Mao Tse-tung Th ought. In particular they falsely 
peddled the revisionist Th ree World Th eory as 
Mao’s general line for the international proletariat. 
Many revolutionary sections accepted these posi-
tions and it was only after the very openly revision-
ist History Resolution of the CPC in 1981 and the 
Twelfth Congress in 1982 that most revolutionary 
forces throughout the world started coming out 
openly against Deng revisionism. However some 
sections continued to follow the Dengist revisionist 
line and abandoned Mao’s revolutionary teachings. 
Certain other sections allied themselves with the 
opportunist attack by the Albanian Party of Labour 
on Mao Tse-tung Th ought. However these parties 
later either disintegrated or openly revealed their 
revisionist nature.

Th ose that resolutely opposed Deng revisionism 
and upheld Mao Tse-tung Th ought in practice 
could however make considerable advances. To-
day these forces form the core of the revolutionary 
international proletariat. Th ey are leading armed 
struggles in Peru, Philippines, Turkey, Nepal and 
India. Th ough these forces are organisationally yet 
very weak, they continue to grow in strength.

Th e principal source of their growth in strength 
is the correctness of the ideology of Marxism- Le-
ninism-Mao Tse-tung Th ought. Th e chain of main 
historical events in the last twenty odd years has 
confi rmed most of the assessments of Mao thought. 
In particular the collapse of the Soviet Union and 
its retreat from super power status in the face of 
people’s struggles and the serious weakening of the 
American super power in the face of the struggles 
of oppressed peoples of the world, have confi rmed 
the assessment by Mao that these imperialists were 
only paper tigers who would be taught a lesson by 
the people.

Similarly Mao thought has remained the best tool 
in the hands of the international proletariat and 
oppressed peoples to formulate and implement the 
programme for revolution in their own respective 
countries. It has also had a major infl uence over the 
armed struggles for national liberation being waged 
in various corners of the globe. Th ough in this pe-
riod there has not been any major or signifi cant de-
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velopments in Marxist science and theory, MLM 
Th ought continues to be adaptable to the changing 
conditions in the world. It yet provides the only 
scientifi c and correct theory for the international 
proletariat.

Th e international communist movement is going 
through the process of victory-defeat-victory on 
the road to ultimate victory in the World Socialist 
Revolution. For those who would get despondent 
due to the ups and downs of this process it would 
help to remember the understanding given by Mao 
during the Great Debate and also during the Cul-
tural Revolution,  “Even the bourgeois revolution, 
which replaced one exploiting class by another, had 
to undergo repeated reversals and witness many 
struggles—revolution, then restoration and then 
the overthrow of restoration. It took many Euro-
pean countries hundreds of years to complete their 
bourgeois revolutions from the start of the ideologi-
cal preparations to the fi nal conquest of state pow-
er. Since the proletarian revolution is a revolution 
aimed at completely ending all systems of exploita-
tion, it is still less permissible to imagine that the 
exploiting classes will meekly allow the proletariat 
to deprive them of all their privileges without seek-
ing to restore their rule.”

Temporary defeats are therefore but to be expected 
on the long and tortuous path of the World So-
cialist Revolution. Th e history of 150 years of the 
development of Marxism-Leninism-Mao Tse-tung 
Th ought has however conclusively proved that it is 
the historical destiny of this doctrine alone to lead 
and guide the international proletariat to fi nal vic-
tory.
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